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Gia dinh khéng phai 1a mét td chire tinh tai (static institution). Trong
nhirng thap ky gan day, ty 18 két hdn da gidm, ty & ly hon tang lén, va
nhirng dac trwng xac dinh hén nhan da thay déi. Cach tiép can kinh té
(economic approach) va&i gia dinh tim cach giai thich nhirng xu hwéng
nay bang cach tham chiéu dén cac mé hinh cé thé giai thich: Lam thé
nao va tai sao cac gia dinh dwoc hinh thanh (families form)? Céng trinh
"Treatise on the Family / Ludn vé Gia dinh" ciia Gary Becker (1981) da
dé xuat mét ly thuyét dwa trén "sw bd sung san xuét / production
complementarities," noi ngwdi chdng va ngudi vor chuyén mon héa
(specialize) twong (rng trong cac linh vuc thj trwedng va gia dinh. Sw bd
sung san xuat ciing xuét hién ngay trong viéc sinh con dé cai va nuéi
day tré em clia chinh gia dinh [sau nay]. Tuy nhién, sw bé sung san xut
- it nhat 14 nhu ban dau dwoc mé ta - ngay cang it 1a déi twong trung
tam trong cudc séng gia dinh hién dai. Tudi tho tang 1én va ty suét sinh



giam di cé nghia la, phan I&n thdi gian cla ngudi trwdng thanh sé
khéng c6 con cai trong gia dinh. Ngoai ra, sy gia tang trong viéc hinh
thanh hén nhan & Itra tudi cao hon, bao goém tai hén, cé nghia la nhiéu
gia dinh dwoc thanh Iap ma khéng cé y dinh sinh em bé (producing
children). Hon nira, mirc d6 tham gia tang Ién cta phu ni¥ vao lwc lwvong
lao déng cho thay rang chuyén mén hoa gia dinh (household
specialization) da gidm di hoac it nhat |a d& mang mét y nghta khac.

Nhirng thay déi nay dién ra do nhirng sédn pham dworc tao ra trong gia
dinh da thay déi dang ké, ca b&i sw xuat hién ctia céng nghé tiét kiém
lao ddng (labor-saving technology) trong nha va b&i sy phat trién cta
cac nganh dich vu cho phép nhiéu thir trwde kia chi dwoc cung clp bdi
nhi*rng ngwdi ndi trgg chuyén nghiép (specialized homemakers) gi& day
c6 thé mua sam trén thj tredng (purchased in the market). Sy sdn c6
cua bién phap tranh thai (birth control) va pha thai (abortion) da anh
hwédng dén hé qua tiém nang cla quan hé tinh duc ca trong va ngoai
hén nhan, trong khi sw thay dbi trong luat ly hén (divorce laws) da lam
thay doi diéu kién cha giao kéo hén nhan (marital bargain). Nhirng Iuc
lwong nay cling ¢ cac tadc déng phan hdi quan trong (feedback effects),
lam thay dbi dong nguwdi doc than (singles) c6 kha nang két hdn qua cac
Itpa tudi, qua d6 &nh hwdng dén viéc tim kiém, két hén, tai hon
(remarriage) va mdrc dd "ludn chuyén / churning” trén thj trwérng hén
nhan (marriage market).

Dé& van con lién quan dén thé ky 21, kinh té gia dinh can vwot ra ngoai
viéc sinh con dé cai va nhirng quan niém truyén théng vé chuyén mén
hod, va tim hiéu nhirng lwc lweong tao ra hinh thirc gia dinh hién dai.
Diéu nay c6 thé c6 nghia la tai hiéu biét quan niém vé san xuét trong gia
dinh hoac, nhw chdng ta tranh luan, mé& rong mé hinh gia dinh ra khéi y
niém vé moét doanh nghiép dwa trén gia dinh va hwéng téi viéc nhan
manh cac ddng co nhw tinh bd sung trong tiéu dung (consumption
complementarities) va bao hiém Ia trung tdm cho viéc két hén (insurance
as central to marriage). Hon nira, ly thuyét kinh té vé gia dinh ban dau



duwoc phat trién 1a mot ly thuyét vé viéc thanh lap ho gia dinh, chtr khéng
phai la ly thuyét vé hdn nhan theo luat phap. Cac cap déi ngay cang co
xu hwéng thanh lap cac hd gia dinh ma khéng can két hén, mang lai mét
chiéu huwéng méi cho viéc xem xét cac quyét dinh lién quan dén viéc
thanh lap gia dinh. Bai viét nay xay dwng nén tadng (groundwork) cho
viéc suy xét lai ly thuyét vé gia dinh bang cach mé ta nhirng thay ddi to
I&n trong cac hinh thirc gia dinh lién quan dén hén nhan va ly di, chira
mot s6 nguyén nhan (ddng Iwc) chinh cda ching, va goi y cach mé rong
suy nghi ctia ching ta vé gia dinh dé hiéu rd hon vé twong lai ciia no.

Xu hwéng H6n nhan va Ly hén

Hinh 1 trinh bay mot s sy that vé hén nhan va ly hén tai Hoa Ky trong
150 ndm qua: ty 1& ly hén—duwoc do lwdng bang sé vu ly hén méi méi
nam trén co s& dau ngudi—da tang Ién, trong khi ty 1& két hén bién
ddng quanh mét mdre trung binh twong déi 6n dinh. Thoi gian cla
nhirng thay dbi nay cho thay cac yéu tb xa hoi va kinh té c6 anh huwéng
manh mé dén thij tredng hén nhan. Ty 18 két hén tang trong va sau hai
cudc chién tranh thé gidi va giam trong thdi ky Dai khiing hoang (Great
Depression). Ty Ié ly hén giam trong thoi ky Dai khing hoang va tang
vot sau Thé chién the 1.

Céc phat trién ké ttr nhirng ndm 1960 dwdng nhw phan anh cac anh
hwéng tinh t& hon va da tré thanh tdm diém cta nhirng cudc tranh ludn
chinh tri s6i ndi. Ty I& ly hén tang vot, gap déi tir gitra nhirng ndm 1960
dén gitra nhirng ndm 1970. Trong khoang th&i gian nay, cudc sdng gia
dinh c6 thé da bj thay déi b&i nhiéu yéu td: sw ndi Ién clia phong trao
giai phéng phu nlr (women'’s liberation movement); cuéc cach mang tinh
duc (sexual revolution); Téa an Tdi cao Hoa Ky cdng nhan hén nhan 1a
quyén "co ban" theo Hién phap Hoa Ky va do d6 bai bd cac luat han ché
hén nhan gilra cac ching toc; viéc loai bd ly hon dwa trén 16i
(fault-based divorce) trong nhiéu bang; va sw tdng vot trong viéc tham
gia lwc lwong lao déng cua phu nir. Tuy nhién, khi xem xét trong mét
khodng thoi gian dai hon, ching ta thdy rang mac du nhirng ndm 1970



c6 ty 1& ly hén cao dac biét, nhwng ty & ly hén thap trong cac thap ky
triwdc cling kha dac biét. Viéc vé mét duwdng xu hwédng don gian cho ty
1& ly hén tlr nam 1860 dén 1945 (do dé loai trir sy gia ting ly hdn sau
Thé chién th& Il) nhw dwoc hién thj trong Hinh 1, cho thay rang mot sb
sw tang vot cla ty |& ly hdn vao ba phan cudi cua thé ky XX phan anh ty
1€ ly hén don gian chi tré lai mirc d6 phu hop v&i xu hwéng truede do,
sau khi ty & ly hdn thap bat thwdng vao nhivng nam 1950 va dau nhivng
nam 1960.

Hinh 1
S6 Lworng Hon Nhan va Ly Hén trén Méi Ngan Nguwéi & Hoa Ky tir
nam 1860 —2005
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Nguén: D liéu ttr ndm 1860 —1919 dwoc lay tir Jacobson (1959); tr ndm 1920 —
1998 dwoc lay tir Carter va cong s (2006); tr nam 1999 — 2005 dwoc lay tr Cuc
Théng ké Dan sb Hoa Ky (2007).

Chu thich nghia tiéng Viét:

e "Marriage rate: new marriages per thousand people." - "Ty & két hon: sb
lwgng hédn nhan maéi trén méi ngan nguoi.”

e "Divorce rate: new divorces per thousand people.” - "Ty I& ly hén: sb lwong ly
hén méi trén mdi ngan ngudi."

e "Divorces per thousand married couples." - "Sé lwong ly hén trén mbi ngan
cap vo chong."

e "Extrapolating 1860—-1945 trend in divorce." - "Suy rong xu hwédng ly hon ti
nam 1860 dén 1945."

Thuwc té 1a dwa trén phép ngoai suy (extrapolation), cac nha nghién ctru
gia dinh ngay tr diu thé ky trwdc da dw doan ty 1& ly hén trong twong lai
giébng nhw nhirng gi thuc sw thy vao nhitng nam 1980 (Coontz, 2005).
Mac du nhirng nam 1970 da vwot qua xu hwédng, sw giam sut cua ty 1é
ly hén sau d6 da dwa ty Ié ly hon tré lai dung quy dao xu hudng, va vao
nam 2005, ty I ly hén hang nam dy bao b&i xu hwéng tredc nam 1946
gan gibng v&i ty 1& ly hon thuc té.

Hinh 1 cling chi ra mét sy that dang chu y va thwong bi bd qua: ty 1€ ly
hoén trén méi ngan ngudi thwe sw dat dinh vao ndm 1981 va da gidm
dan trong subt 25 nam tiép theo. Ty I& ly hdn vao nam 2005—3.6 vu ly
hén trén mbi ngan ngudi—la marc thAp nhat ké tr ndm 1970. Sb lwong
nguwdi bwdc vao cudc hdn nhan so véi ty 1& dan sb tai Hoa Ky cling da
gidm trong 25 nam qua, va ty 1& két hén hién tai dang & mirc thap nhét
trong lich st ghi chép [vé van dé nay]. Ty I& két hén tang khi ty 18 ly hén
tang, nhwng da dat dinh sdm hon vao nam 1972. Tuy nhién, ngay ca khi
do lwerng sb vu ly hén so véi "dan sb c6 nguy co” (nghia la nhirng nguoi
hién dang két hén), chung ta van thay mét sy gidm twong tw trong ty 1&
ly hén trong 25 ndm qua, gidm tlr dinh diém la 22.8 vu ly hén trén 1,000
cap vo chéng da két hédn vao ndm 1979 xudng con 16.7 vao nam 2005.



Sw gidm lién tuc trong ty I& ly hdn trong sudt méot phan tw thé ky qua
cung cap mdt bdi canh ly twdng dé danh gia tinh hop 18 cia cac ly
thuyét thay thé giai thich vi sao ty & ly hdn ting trong nhirng ndm cudi
cua thap ky 60 va tiép tuc vao thap ky 70; that khéng may, nhirng bai
kiém tra, danh gia nhw vay hau nhw khéng cé mat trong tai liéu nghién
ctru hién cbé.

Hinh 2 phan tich di¥ liéu ttr lich str hén nhan dé danh gia sé phan cta
nhirng cudc hdn nhan dau tién (first marriages), phan theo thap ky dién
ra dam cudi. Pbi véi nhivng cudc hén nhan dién ra tir thap ky 50 dén
thap ky 70, chung ta biét kha nhiéu vé két qua cudi ciing cla chang, va
biéu d6 rd rang cho thay kha ndng ly hon truéc méi 1& ky niém tang 1én
cho mbi nhédm hdén nhan lién tiép cho dén thap ky 70. Béi véi cac cudc
hén nhan dién ra trong thap ky 70, 48% da tan v& trong vong 25 nam,
gan nhw xac nhan—cho nhém cu thé nay—nhan dinh phd bién rang
“mét nira sé cudc hén nhén két thuc bang ly hén. [1]” Tuy nhién, dbi voi
cac cudc hén nhan dau tién dién ra trong thap ky 80, ty I& tan v& tinh
theo méi I& ky niém lai lién tuc thAp hon va lai cang gidm nira cho cac
cudc hdn nhan dién ra trong thap ky 90. Mac du sé& mét vai thap ky niva
dé sb phan lau dai cta cac cudc hén nhan gan day duoc biéu hién rd,
c6 vé nhu it cd kha nang rang nlra sb cac cudc hdn nhan gan day nay
sé tan vo.

Nhiéu lo ngai vé ty I& ly hdn cao trong nhivtng nam 1970 xuét phat tir anh
hwéng cla viéc ly hon dbi véi tré em. Qua thue, khi ty & ly hon ting cao
vao nhirng nam 1960 va 1970, thi sé lwong tré em c6 lién quan dén méi
vu ly hdn cling tang theo. Trong nhirng ndm 1950, mdi vu ly hén trung
binh lién quan dén 0.78 tré em; dén ndm 1968 con sb nay da tang 1én
thanh 1.34. Tuy nhién, ké tlr nam 1968, sb lwong tré em lién quan dén
mdi vu ly hén da gidm manh, va vao nam 1995 con sé trung binh la
0.91, chi nhinh hon mét chat so véi con s ciia nam 1950. Nhirng xu
hwéng twong tw cling rd rang trong div liéu vé ty 1& phan tram céac vu ly
hén lién quan dén tré em. Mac du viéc thu thap sé liéu théng ké chi tiét



vé ly hdn toan qudc da cham dit vao ndm 1995, div liéu gan day tor cac
bang riéng 1é cho thay s lwong tré em lién quan dén viéc ly hon tiép tuc
giam trong thap ky tiép theo.

Van con rat nhiéu tranh cai—va bat dinh—vé tac dong cua viéc ly hén
dbi voi tré em. Mac du tré em tir cac gia dinh da ly hdn c6 két qua xau di
theo nhiéu phwong dién so v&i nhirng gia dinh nguyén ven, nhan xét
nay khéng gidi quyét duoc cdu héi cé tinh chét chinh séach 1a liéu nhiing
tré em nay sé tét hon néu cha me cia chung khéng ly hén hay khéng.
Xung dét trong nhirng gia dinh nay cé thé nghiém trong dén mdc tré em
thwe sy dwoc cham séc tdt hon khi cha me chung ly hén. Do do, viéc so
sanh gitra "hanh phuc khi két hén / happily married" va "khéng hanh
phuc sau khi ly di / unhappily divorced" c6 thé khéng lién quan cho
nhirng ai phai chon gitra mét cuéc hén nhan khéng hanh phuc va moét
cudc ly di khéng hanh phuac. Hon niva, kho khan trong viéc thiét 1ap méi
lién két nhan qua gitra quyét dinh ly di va két qua clia con cai con duoc
lam phirc tap b&i kha ndng rang “kiéu cha me” va “kiéu gia dinh” két
thic bang viéc ly di cé kha nang khac biét so véi nhirng gia dinh khéng
ly di. Nhi*ng khéc biét nay co thé chinh la nguyén nhan dan dén két qua
xau di cho tré em ngay ca khi cha me van tiép tuc séng chung véi nhau.
Thém nira, nhirng cu sbc tiéu cwc khéng dwoc quan sat thay déi voi gia
dinh c6 thé dan dén ly hén va két qua tiéu cwe cho con cai, lam phire tap
thém cac nd lwe suy ludn nguyén nhan.

[1] C6 nhiéu nguén thay thé cho tuyén bb nay. Cach tiép can don gian nhéat |a 4y ty
|& gitra s6 lwong vu ly hon va sbé lwong két hdn, diéu nay sé twong (ng véi ty 1& hon
nhan két thic bang ly hén néu thi trwérng hdn nhan & trang thai én dinh (gid dinh ma
Hinh 1 cho thay la hoan toan khéng chinh xac). "Bang doi séng" cung cap mot
phwong phap tinh vi hon mét chut, nhwng lién quan, bang cach thém ty 1& ly hén
theo tirng d6 tudi dé tinh ra xac suat moét cudc hén nhan két thuc bang ly hén.
Phwong phap nay hiéu qua trong viéc mé phéng dién bién co thé xay ra ctia mot
nhém dan sé néu ty & ly hdn theo tirng d6 tudi dwoc do lwdng tai mot thei diém cu
thé khong thay dbi. Tuy nhién, nhw Hinh 2 1am ré, cé nhirng &nh hwéng cu thé theo
trng nhom dan sb déi véi cac ty 1é nay, lam rdi loan viéc suy luan nhw vay.



Hinh 2
Nhirng Cudéc H6n Nhan Pau Tién Két Thiac Bang Ly Hén, Theo Nam
Két Hén
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Nguén: Lich s&r hén nhan dwoc ghi lai trong Khédo sat Thu Nhap va Tham Gia
Chwong Trinh nam 2001.

Chu thich tiéng Viét dong nam ngang: "Proportion of marriages ending in divorce
conditional on being married but not widowed / Ty 1& cac cudc hén nhan két thuc
bang ly hon, diéu kién la da két hon nhwng khdng géa chong/goa vo."

V@i viéc buwdc vao hén nhan giam, nhwng s kién chia tay théng qua ly
hén cling gidm, diéu gi da xay ra véi ty 1& dan sé séng trong mébi quan
hé& hén nhan? Hinh 3 cho thy ty & dan sé hién dang két hon, theo do
tudi, cho méi thap ky tr ndm 1880 dén nay. Tl phan tich nay xuét hién
bdn md hinh ndi bat. Th& nhat, ty 1& két hén & méi do tubi da kha én
dinh qua hon mét thé ky; md hinh vao nam 1980, vi du, rat gibng voi



nam 1880. Th& hai, phu hgp véi phan tich trwdc day caa chung téi, thap
nién 1960 1a bat thwong, phan anh & ché né khéng chi cao hon vé ty 18
hon nhan, ma con la két hon sém hon. Th& ba, di¥ liéu cho ndm 2000
cho thdy mét mé hinh khac biét rd rét, voi viéc két hon it phd bién hon
trong s6 nguoi tré tudi, nhwng lai phd bién hon trong sb nhixng ngudi &
d6 tudi cao hon. Xu hwéng nay vé viéc tang tudi két hon l1an dau tién dai
dién cho sw quay tr& lai va sw r&i bd tir cac mo hinh trwdc day. Sw quay
tr& lai cdc mé hinh trudc 1a tudi nam gidi két hon 1an dau tién mudn; vao
nam 1890, tudi trung binh nam gi&i két hén lan dau la 26, gidam xubng
con 23 vao gitra nhirng nam 1950 va sau do quay tré lai la 27 vao nam
2004. Sy rovi bd 1a khodng cach tudi gilra nam va nir da gidm qua thé ky
qua, v&i tubi trung binh phu ni két hén 1an dau tién ting tor 22 vao ndm
1890 1&n thanh 26 vao ndm 2004 (Cuc Théng K& Dan Sé Hoa Ky / U.S.
Census Bureau, 2005).

Hinh 3
Ty lé két hon theo do tudbi, 1880 — 2000
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Nguén: Cac cudc diéu tra dan sb Hoa Ky, 1880 —2000.

Chu thich dong nam ngang: “Proportion of population currently married / Ty 1& dan
sb hién dang trong hén nhan.”

Khodng cach tudi thu hep nay gitra chdng va vo gidp giai thich sy kién
ndi bat thi tw trong Hinh 3: Nhirng nguoi trén 65 tudi hién cé kha nang
cao hon la da két hén so véi bat ky thdi diém nao trong qua khiv [so vOi
nhirng trén 65 tudi & thoi ky trwdc]. Thuce té, nhirvng ngudi trén 65 tudi
hién cé kha nang két hén cao nhw ngudi & dd tudi tir 16 dén 65.

Ty 1& cao hon clia nguwoi da két hon & dd tudi cao phan anh sy gia téang
tudi tho cho c& nam va ni gi¢i va su thu hep khoang cach vé tudi tho
gitba nam va nir. Hon nira, mét phan cla sy tang ty 1& nhirtng nguwdi trén
65 tudi da két hon xuéat phat tir viéc tang ty & két hén & do tudi cao, va
nhirng cudc hdn nhan mudn mang nay cé thé duoc tao diéu kién bdi
mot thi trwdng tai hdn réng Ion trong nhirng thap ky gan day, cho phép
tai hon dé& dang sau ly hén hodc sau cai chét ctia ban doi.

Sw thay dbi vé do tudi két hén ciing chi ra vai trd giam bét cla viéc sinh
san va nuéi day con cai trong cudc séng hén nhan. Nam 1880, 75%
nguwdi da két hén sdng trong mét gia dinh cd con cai cla chinh ho. Ty [&
nay da giam lién tuc trong sudt 125 nam qua, va vao ndm 2005 chi con
41% nguoi da két hon cé con cai clia minh sdng chung trong gia dinh.
Sw thay d6i ngoan muc nay phan anh sw giao thoa cta nhiéu yéu tb,
bao gébm s gidm sinh, tang tudi tho, ty 1& két hon tang & d6 tudi sau khi
sinh con, ty I1&é sinh con ngoai gia thu tang va ty 1é ly hon tang.

Chu ky Cuéc Séng H6n Nhan

Céc sb liéu thdng ké co ban vé ty 1& két hén va ly hén, hodc tudi khi két
hén 1an dau, khédng con phan anh tron ven birc tranh vé cudc sbéng gia
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dinh hién dai. Hién nay, cudc séng hdn nhan cé kha nang la tiép nbi sau
qua trinh sdng chung trwdc hdn nhan (cohabitation); trong nhiéu truwéng
hop, nd cd thé két thuc bang ly hén va cé kha nang tai hon, va dbi voi
mot sb ngudi, "sw bién ddng" tiép theo co6 thé xay ra. Hinh 4 minh hoa,
thé hién tinh trang hén nhan qua chu ky cudc séng cho nhém sinh to
1940 — 45—nhoém gan day nhat cé day du lich s hén nhan cho dén tudi

55.

Hinh 4
Tinh trang hén nhan qua cac giai doan cudc séng
(nhom sinh tor 1940 — 1945)

Marital status: % of cohort
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Nguén: Cuc Théng ké Dan s6 Hoa Ky, Khao sat vé Thu nhap va Tham gia Chwong
trinh, mé-dun lich st hén nhan.

Chu thich tiéng Viét:

"Previously married (>twice)" - "D4 tirng két hén (>hai 1an)"

"Third (or higher) marriage" - "Hén nhan lan thr ba (hodc cao hon)"
"Previously married (twice)" - "Da tirng két hén (hai lan)"
"Remarried (2nd marriage)" - "Két hén lai (hén nhan lan the hai)"
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e "Previously married (once)" - "Da tirng két hon (mot 1an)"

e "1st marriage" - "Hén nhan 1an dau"

e "Never married" - "Chwa tirng két hon"

e Doan nam ngang: “Marital status: % of cohort / Tinh trang hén nhan: % trong
nhom”

DPén tubi 30, sau trong sb bay ngudi dan éng va phu nir nay da buéc
vao hén nhan lan dau; mot phan sau sd hén nhan nay da két thuc, va
trong s6 nhirng ngwdi cé hdn nhan tan v&, mét niva da tai hon sau do.
DPén tubi 45, chi con 7 phan tram chwa tirng két hdn va khoadng mét phan
ba cac cudc hén nhan dau tién da két thuc. Ty 1& dan sbé tivng két hén
trwdc dé ma sau dé tai hén van gitr & mdrc mot niva. Dén tudi 55, tat ca
trir 5 phan trdm ctia nhém ngudi nay da tirng két hon vao mot thoi diém
nao do, va 53 phan tram dan sé van duy tri cudc hdn nhan dau tién
khdéng tan vo.

Bang 1 cung cap thém chi tiét vé cac mé hinh vong ddi, so sanh ca
nhém sinh tir 1940 — 45 v&i nhom sinh sau moét thap ky va kham pha sw
bién dbéi theo nhdm dan sé trong nhém gan day hon. D& chang ta cé thé
kham pha nhom tré tudi hon (nhirng ngwdi sinh tir 1950 —55), Bang 1
danh gia cac két qua cho dén tudi 45. Nhw vay, hai cot dau tién so sanh
nhom sinh tr 1940 — 45 dwgc ban luan trong doan trwdc voi nhdm sinh
tiép theo tlr nam 1950 dén nam 1955. D liéu nay cho thay rdng vao tudi
45, nhém gan day co6 kha nang it két hdn hon va cé kha nang ly di cao
hon so vé&i nhém trwée. Hon niva, vé diéu kién ly di, nhivng ngudi trong
nhom gan day chdm dit cudc hén nhan clia ho nhanh chong va co ty 1é
tai hén thdp hon mét chat, nhwng van cao. Dua vao nhixtng mé hinh nhuw
vay, Cherlin (1981) da mé t& qua trinh cudc sbng ngay cang dién hinh
nhw 1a “két hon, ly hén, tai hén.”

Bang 1
Chu ky Hén nhan: Két qua dén tudi 45 qua cac thé hé, thi gian, trinh dé hoc
van va chiang toc
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By cofiort Born 195055

Born Born By By By
14045  1950-55 gender rice e ucation
All All Men  Women  Black  White  College prads < College
% Ever married 93.1% BOS% | BB2% 90.7% TV6%  91.0% 89.5% 89.5%
Among those ever
married:
Average age at first
marriage 22.6 23.6 24.7 226 24.7 233 249 22.8
%o still in first
marriage 64.5% 56.6% | 59.1% 54.3% 527% 56.1% 63.3% 52.6%
%o of first
marriages
ending in
divorce 32.9% 408% | 394% 42.0% 429% 41.5% 34.8% 44.3%
Among those who
divorced
Average duration
of marriage
(vrs) 10.3 9.0 87 03 9.7 29 9.0 9.1
% remarrying 70.5% 68.9% 71.3% 668% H6.8% TO6% 67.8% 69.4%
Among those
remarrying after
divorce
Average time to
remarriage (vrs) 3.9 42 30 4.5 4.7 42 42 42
% still in 27
marriage 70.7% 625% | 641% 6LO0% 58B.6% 63.0% T0.2% 59.0%
% of 2! marriages
ending in
divorce 26.5% 35.7% | 353%  36.2% 36.1% 35.7% 28.7% 39.0%
Among those whose
2* marriage ends in
divorce
Average duration
of 2" marriage
(vrs) 6.7 6.0 6.1 59 6.4 6.0 5.9 6.1
% remarrying 49.29% 53.0% | 55.8% AH05%  491% 541% 49.9°% M.1%

Nguén: Céac tinh toan cla tac gid dwa trén lich st hén nhan hdi twéng dwoc thu thap
trong Cudc khao sat vé Thu nhap va Tham gia Chwong trinh nam 2001.

Cha thich tiéng Viét:
e % Sb nguoi tirng két hon (% Ever married)
e Trong sb nhirng ngudi tivng két hén (Among those ever married)
e Do tudi trung binh khi két hon 1an dau (Average age at first marriage)
e Ty lé van & trong hdn nhan dau tién (% still in first marriage)

13



e Ty lé hon nhan dau tién két thic bang ly hon (% of first marriages ending in
divorce)

Trong sb nhirng ngudi da ly hén (Among those who divorced)

Thoi gian trung binh cia hén nhan (nam) [Average duration of marriage (yrs)]
Ty Ié tai hon (% remarrying)

Trong s nhirng ngudi tai hén sau ly hén (Among those remarrying after
divorce)

Thei gian trung binh dé tai hén (ndm) [Average time to remarriage (yrs)]

e Ty lé van & trong hén nhan thi hai (% still in 2nd marriage)

e Ty lé hon nhan thr hai két thac bang ly hén (% of 2nd marriages ending in

divorce)

e Trong s6 nhirng ngwdi ma hén nhan thi hai két thac bang ly hén (Among
those whose 2nd marriage ends in divorce)

e Thdi gian trung binh cia hén nhan 1an th& hai (nam) [Average duration of 2nd
marriage (yrs)]

o % tai hén [% remarrying]

Nhuv Ellwood va Crane (1990) da ghi chu trong tap chi nay (va nhw mét
lwong I&'n van liéu xa héi da thao luan), c6 mét sw chia ré sac toc ro rét
trong cau truc gia dinh. Sy khac biét nay rd rang trong Bang 1. Sy chia
ré nay gan nhw hoan toan dwoc thic day bdi viéc ngudi da den tiép can
va budc vao cudc sdng hén nhan cham va it hon, thay vi ty 1& ly hén
cao hodc nhanh chéng. Dén tubi 45, gan moét-trong-bdn ngudi da den
sinh t ndm 1950 dén 1955 chwa tirng két hon, trong khi con sé twong
dwong cho ngudi da trdng la mot-trong-mwoi. Tuy nhién, trong sb
nhirng nguoi da két hon, ty 1& ly hén gitka nguwdi da den va da trang
twong tw nhau, va thyc té nguwoi da den danh nhiéu thei gian hon trong
cudc sbng hén nhan trwée khi ly hén so véi ngudi da trang. Gibng nhw
viéc két hon lan dau, viéc tai nhap vao cudc sbng hén nhan cia ngudi
da den it hon va thuwong dién ra cham rai hon so véi ngudi da tréng.

Hinh 5 cho thdy rang trong nira dau thé ky XX, ngudi da den thuc sw cd
kha nang két hén cao hon ngudi da trang. Trong nhirng ndm 1940 va
1950, ty I& ngwdi da trang két hén tang 1én, thu hep va cudi cung la dao
ngwoc khodng cach vé hén nhan gitra cac ching téc. Ty |1& két hdn sau
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do da giam xudng dbi voi tAt cd cac nhém, nhwng gidm manh nhét 14
trong s6 ngudi da den: 71 phan trdm ngudi da den sinh ndm 1945 da
két hon trwde tudi 25, so voi 51 phan tram cla nhivng ngudi sinh nam
1955.

Sw thay dbi vé khodng cach chiing toc trong ty 1& két hdn chi yéu phan
anh sy khac biét trong viéc bwéc vao cudc séng hén nhan, khdong phai
ty 1€ ly hon, sw khac biét gilra cac cép dé hoc van lai phan anh mét
"khodng cach ly hédn" dang xuét hién. Bang 1 1am ndi bat mét khoang
cach mudi phan trdm gitra sinh vién tét nghiép dai hoc va nhirng ngudi
c6 trinh d6 hoc van thap hon trong kha ndng mét cudc hén nhan dau
tién ton tai dén tudi 45, va xu hwdng ly hén cao hon & nhirng ngudi
khéng cé bang cap dai hoc 1a qua I&n dé cé thé cho rang né chi phan
anh viéc ho két hén sém. Hon niva, trong diéu kién khi da ly di, nhirng
nguoi khdng c6 bang cip dai hoc it cé kha ndng tai hdn, va néu ho tai
hon, lai c6 xu hwdng ly di mét lan niva.

Mac du dir liéu trong Bang 1 cho thay ty 1& két hén twong tw nhau gilra
cac cip dd hoc van, nhirng di¥ liéu nay lai che gidu nhirng khac biét tha
vi chi tré nén rd rang khi ching ta phan tich sau hon theo gidi tinh. Dbi
v&i nam gidi, nhirng nguwdi coé bang dai hoc cé kha nang két hén cao
hon 3 phan trdm so v&i nhirng nguwdi khdéng cé bang, trong khi niy tot
nghiép dai hoc lai it cé kha nang két hon di 3 phén tram. Tuy nhién, ty 1&
két hén clia phu ni¥ ¢ hoc van cao da tang 1én theo thdi gian va, mac
du van thp hon so véi nhivng nguei it hoc van hon, nhwng dang & mirc
cao nhét trong lich st. Vao cubdi thé ky 19, gan mdt nira sé phu niy tot
nghiép dai hoc khéng bao gi® két hdn (Coontz, 2005). Trong cudc diéu
tra dan s6 nam 1960, c6 29 phan tram phu nir tt nghiép dai hoc trong
do tudi 60 chwa tirng két hén. Ngwoc lai, bbn thap ky sau, ty 1& twong
trng chi 1a 8 phan trdm. Qua thwc, phu ni¥ cé trinh dd hoc van cao hién
nay c6 kha nang két hén cao nhu—va cé thé cudi cuing sé cao hon—so
v&i phu ni it hoc. Khé khan trong viéc so sanh ty 1& két hén gitra cac
nhom trinh d6 hoc van 1a phu nir co6 trinh dé cao thwdng két hon muén
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hon so v&i nhirng nguwoi it dwgre giao duc, do do so sanh vao giai doan
dau cua cudc sbng thuwdng cho thy nhom it dwoe gido duc ¢6 kha ndng
da két hén cao hon. Du sao di niva, Khdo sat Cong déng My (American
Community Survey) nam 2004 cho thay phu ni tét nghiép dai hoc twr 35
dén 40 tudi ciing c6 kha nang da tirng két hdn nhw nhivng nguwdi khéng
c6 bang clr nhan va con cao hon 10 phan tram kha nang hién tai da két
hén so véi cac ban it bang cap ctia minh.

Bang 1 cho thay phu ni¥ ly hén it cé kha nang tai hédn hon so véi dan
ong ly hén—moét sw that da dwoc cac hoc gid quan tdm dén nghéo doi
cda phu n sau khi ly hén chi ra. Mét [an nira, con s trung binh nay che
gidu nhirng khac biét I&n trong ty 1& tai hon theo trinh dd hoc van (khéng
dwoc hién thj trong Bang 1).

Hinh 5
Sw Khac Biét Chung Téc Trong Két Qua Hon Nhan

Current Marital Status Ever Married or Divorced

100 o
Whites

African-Americans

% Ever married
Bl 4 .

% Currently

married

6 -

410

20 4 @ B :
o Ever divorced®

~ 7

1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1950 2000 1230 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000

Proportion of the population aged 15-45, %

% Currently divorced

0

Nguén: Cuc diéu tra dan sb tr ndm 1880 —2000; Khao séat cong ddng My nam 2004;
Sé liéu vé nguoi tirng ly hén tir cac cudc didu tra dan sé nam 1910, tr ndm 1940
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—1980 dwoc bd sung béi Khao sat Dan sb Hién tai ndm 1990, 1995 va Phu cép lich
str hon nhan clda Khao sat Thu nhap va Chwong trinh Tham gia nam 2001.

Lwu y: * “% Nguoi tirng ly hon” do lwdng sd ngudi hién dang ly hdn, hodc tai hon.

Chu thich tiéng Viét:
e Current Marital Status / Tinh trang hdn nhan hién tai.
e Ever Married or Divorced / D4 tirng két hon hoac ly hon.

Trong sb nhirng nguwdi khéng cé bang cap dai hoc, phu niv ly hén cé kha
nang tai hén cao nhw dan 6ng ly hén: co6 t¢i 71% ca hai nhom da tai hon
khi dén tudi 45. Ngwoc lai, gan ba phan tw nam gi¢i da qua dao tao dai
hoc va ly hén chon tai hén, so véi hai phan ba phu ni c6 trinh do dai
hoc va da ly di. Trai v&i quan niém théng thwdng rang phu niy it nguén
lwe thwérng it c6 kha ndng tai hén, thue té cho thay nhirng nguwdi c6 kha
nang tw lap manh mé ngoai cudc sc“')ng hén nhan lai cang c6 xu hudng
khéng chon két hén lan hai.

So6ng chung ma khéng két hén

Cho dén nay, chang ta da thao luan vé cac mé hinh hén nhan chinh
thire; tuy nhién, quyét dinh xay dwng mét ho gia dinh véi ngwdi khac
ngay cang khéng con gan lién voi quyét dinh két hdn. Trong nhirng thap
ky gan day, viéc sdng thir da tré thanh mét co s& quan trong, viva la
budc dém vira 1a phwong an thay thé cho hén nhan. Sy tach biét nay
gitra cac sap xép gia dinh va tinh trang phap ly (va xa hoi) ctia méi quan
hé dat ra nhirng cau hdi m&i quan trong cho phan tich kinh té vé gia
dinh, khi ma cac mé hinh ban dau xem xét viéc két hén va thanh 1ap ho
gia dinh (household) gan nhw gibng nhau. Tuy nhién, nhirng danh xuwng
nay cling chira dwng ndi dung kinh t& cé y nghia, quyét dinh viéc phan
chia tai san mac dinh sau khi chia tay (default allocation of property /
nghia 1a theo quy dinh cGia phap luat), quyén loi thué cta cap déi va diéu
kién tiép can cac chwong trinh xa héi cliing nhw lgi ich gia dinh lién quan
dén céng viéc. Sw chip nhan ngay cang tang cta xa héi déi véi mbi
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quan hé khéng két hon va sy thay ddi ctia cac co s& phap ly lién quan
dén hén nhan 1am day 18n cau héi: Biéu gi lam nén sw khac biét gitra
mdi quan hé hén nhan va séng thty, va sw khéc biét nay da thay déi nhu
thé nao?

Tuy nhién, phan tich thwc nghiém lién quan dén nhirng cau héi nay gap
kho khan: cho dén gan day, cé it di¥ liéu tdn tai vé méi quan hé sbng
chung khéng hon thu (nonmarital cohabiting relationships). D liéu c6
san ghi nhan sw gia tdng cda viéc sbng chung cho thdy mc dd séng
chung trwdc ndm 1970 la thap va da tang lén voi tbe d6 én dinh ké tr
do, va cd I8 tdng nhanh hon trong thap ky qua. Panh gia nay dén ti ba
nguén. Dau tién, vao ndm 1995, Khao sat Dan sb Hién tai (Current
Population Survey) bat dau cho phép moi ngudi tw nhan minh la “déi tac
chwa két hon / unmarried partner” ctia ngudi s& hiru nha (thay vi chi 1a
“dbi tac-partner/ban cung phong-roommate”). Nhirng di¥ liéu nay cho
thay ty 18 sbng chung gilra ngwdi I&n da tang tor 2.9 phan tram vao
thang Ba ndm 1995 1&n 4.7 phan tram vao thang Ba ndm 2005. Th& hai,
mot thay dbi twong tw da dwoc thwe hién cho Cudc diéu tra Dan sb, ghi
nhan ty 1& séng chung la 3.5 phan tram gitra ngwdi Ién vao ndm 1990 va
5 phan tram vao ndm 2000, trong dé mét-trong-chin 1a cac cdp déng gidi
(v&i sb lwong gan nhw bang nhau gitra cac cap nam va nir). Cudi cung,
cho nhirng giai doan trwéc do, Fitch, Goeken va Ruggles (2005) phan
tich di¥ liéu Diéu tra Dan sb va tinh toan mét bién phap dai dién cho viéc
séng chung—sd Nguoi Khac Gidi Chia Sé Chd O hay “POSSLQ /
Opposite Sex Sharing Living Quarters”—ghi nhan rang khéng cé s gia
tang rd rét vé viéc sdng chung t ndm 1880 dén ndm 1970, theo sau 1a
suw tang trwdng 6n dinh trong cac nam tiép theo.

Cudc khao sat Quéc gia vé Sw Phat trién Gia dinh (National Survey of
Family Growth) ndm 2002 cho thay 50% phu nir tir 15 dén 44 tubi da

tng sbng thir it nhat mot 1an va 9% dang sbng thir. Tai Hoa Ky, séng
ther phan I&n 1a budc dé@m hwdng téi hén nhan, véi hau hét moi nguodi
séng thr hoac sé két thuc mdi quan hé hodc sé két hén trong vai nam.
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Trong sb nhitng ngwdi dang sbng thir, dai da sé mong doi viéc séng thir
s& dan t&i hdn nhan. Thuce té, 34% bét dau séng thtr sau khi da céng bd
ké hoach két hén. Ngay ca trong sb hai phan ba con lai bat dau séng thir
ma khoéng ¢ y dinh dinh hén, c6 36% "gan nhw chac chan / almost
certain" rang ho sé két hén véi ngudi ban ddi hién tai cia minh, va 46%
khac cho rang c6 "kha nang cao / a pretty good chance" hoac "co' hdi 50
—50" rang ho sé& két hon véi nguwdi ban doi cdia minh (theo Khao sat
Quéc gia vé Stre khde Sinh san / National Survey of Fertility Growth
nam 2002). Trai v&i nhixng quan niém sai ldam, nam va ni ¢ nhirng ky
vong twong tw vé kha nang két hén véi ban doi sbng thir ctia minh. Tuy
nhién, nhirng niém tin nay vé kha nang két hén trong twong lai khéng
phai lic ndo cling dwgc chirtng minh 1a xac dang [chinh xac]. Trong sé
cac cap doi da sdng thlr vao thang Giéng nam 1997, hon mét nlra
khéng con & bén nhau sau ndm nam va chi cé6 mét phan tw da két hén.

Mé&c du phén I6n céc méi quan hé séng thir khdéng dén téi hén nhén,
nhung phén I6m céc cudc hén nhén lai duoc bt dau tir viée sbng thi.
Trong sé nhirng ngudi bwdc vao cudc hdn nhan du tién vao dau nhirng
nam 2000, c6 59 phan tram da séng chung vé&i nguwdi ban ddi twong lai
cla ho trudc khi két hon.

[2] Can phai can trong khi giai thich wéc lweng séng chung ma khéng két hon tiy
Cudc diéu tra dan s6 nam 1990 vi Cudc diéu tra da “chinh sira” cac phan héi cla
cac cap dong gidi, bang cach hoac 1a thay dbi gidi tinh ctia mot ddi tac, hoac 1a tinh
trang mdi quan hé cta ho. Dé biét thém vé van dé nay, xem bai bao ctia Black,
Sanders va Taylor trong tap nay.

Viéc sbng chung trwdc hén nhan véi ngudi ban doi twong lai (future
spouse) con phd bién hon nira trong sd nhirng nguwdi da ly hon truéc
do, véi 75 phan tram nhirng ngudi tai hén vao dau nhivng ndm 2000 d3
c6 mot khoang thoi gian sdng chung truwédc 18 cwdi. (Hon niva, sw khac
biét nay van dang ké khi kiém soat cho dd tudi cao hon cliia hau hét cac
cudbc tai hdn.) Xu hwéng nay trong viéc thanh 1ap gia dinh trwdc hén
nhan cling cé thé giai thich mét phan sw tang 1én trong “tudi két hén lan
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dau” dwoc ghi nhan. Céac cap dbi sbng chung chiém hon mot nira mot
chat tdng sb cac cudc hén nhan lan dau, va nhirng cap nay thwdng bat
dau séng chung khoang hai nam trwéc khi két hon, do d6 ty 1& cao cla
viéc sbng chung trudc hén nhan gan day co thé giai thich dwoc khoang
thdi gian t&i mot nam trong sw tang 1én cua tudi két hén 1an dau trung
binh.

Mac du c6 vé nhw viéc sdng chung trwéc hdn nhan sé gidm bét sw
khéng chédc chan vé chat lwong ctia mbi quan hé dbi Itra, cac cap déi &
My séng chung trwéc hén nhan lai cd xu hwéng ly hédn cao hon so véi
nhirng ngwdi khdng séng chung. M6 hinh nay cé thé phan anh sv lya
chon khac biét khi bat dau séng chung, vi nhirng ngu®i séng cung nhau
trwdc khi két hén co thé 1am vay vi ho it chac chan vé chét lwong cia
mdi quan hé, hoac vi ho it dwoc lgi tw viéc két hon (Lillard, Brien, va
Waite, 1995; Brien, Lillard, va Stern, 2006). N6i cach khac, nhirng nguoi
chon séng chung c6 thé da c6 kha ndng ly hén cao hon ngay ca khi ho
khéng sbng cung nhau truée dé. Viéc sdng chung ciing cé thé [a nguyén
nhan cho sy gidm ty 1& ly hdn ma chung ta da chirng kién trong 25 nam
qua, do cac cudc tach rdi ma trudc day xay ra khi da két hon gior day cé
thé xay ra trong qua trinh séng chung trwé'c hén nhan. Kho khan trong
viéc lam cho bat ky sw quy két nao thuyét phuc nam & viéc xay dung
mot tinh hudng gia dinh: Liéu cdp déi séng chung sé van téch rdi nhau
néu ho két hén sém hon?

Hién twong sbéng chung trwdc hdn nhan ré rang dang phat trién, va mot
sb cap doi hién nay coi day 1a mét trang thai 1au dai hodc ban vinh vién.
Trong sb nhitng ngudi sdng chung vao nam 2002, hon mét phan nam
da lam vay trong nam nam hodc hon, cho thay mot sb cap ddi coi viéc
sbng chung nhw mét tinh trang bén virng hon. DBbi véi mét sbé ngudi,
quyét dinh séng chung cé thé phan anh sw cam két thap hon dbi véi mdi
quan hé cia minh, nhwng déi véi mot sbd ngwoi khac, lwa chon nay co
thé phan anh sw danh gia thap hon dbi vai cau tric td chire cla hén
nhan chr khéng phai cam két. Chang han, sv gia tdng cla cac cap doi
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c6 hai sw nghiép két hop vai thué suat bién cao dbi véi ngudi kiém thu
nhap tht hai cé thé phai ddi méat véi "hinh phat khi két hén / marriage
penalty [noi mirc thué chung ctia mét cdp vo chéng cao hon so véi tbng
thué clia ho néu ké khai riéng 18, dac biét khi ca hai cé thu nhap twong
tw nhau.]", trong khi s chdp nhan xa hdi ngay cang tang dbi véi viéc
séng chung da l1am gidm di s ky thj xa hoi. Hon niva, gia trj gia tang cla
viéc két hdn chinh thire trong viéc duy tri cac cam két qua cac giai doan
la nhé hon khi luat ly hén cho phép mot bén coé thé chadm dirt mbi quan
hé mét cach don phwong (unilaterally). Twong tw, cac hop ddng tién
hén nhan (prenuptial contracts) da giam vai tro cua luat gia dinh nhw
mot tiéu chuan quan trong dé& phan chia tai san khi ly di.

Van con 1a mét cau hdi mé liéu viéc sbng chung c6 thé tién trién tir vai
trd chd yéu 1a qua dd hién nay & Hoa Ky thanh mét lwa chon kha thi thay
thé cho viéc két hén hay khéng. Khi ching ta xem xét so sanh quéc té &
phan tiép theo, ta thay rang viéc séng chung c6 kha nang tré thanh mot
hinh thirc gia dinh quan trong & vai quéc gia twong tuw.

So Sanh Quéc Té

Cudc sbng gia dinh cé nhiéu khia canh khac biét gitra cac qudc gia cdng
nghiép héa (industrialized nations). Bang 2 cho thdy nguoi My két hon,
ly hén va tai hén véi ty 1é cao hon so véi hdu hét cac qudce gia khac co
murc thu nhap twong dwong. Sw "luan chuyén" Ién hon trong hén nhan
nay nhac nhé dén cac tai liéu nghién ctru vé thi trwong lao déng gilra
cac qudc gia, noi ma Hoa Ky dwoc biét dén voi sy gia nhap va thoat ra
khéi thi trwdng lao ddng nhiéu hon.

Hon nhan dwong nhw dwoc coi trong va quy bau hon & Hoa Ky so voi
nhiéu quéc gia khac. Nwéc Y twong tw nhw Hoa Ky & nhiéu phuong
dién—ca hai quéc gia déu co ty 18 sdng thir thap va it ngwdi tin rang
"hén nhan la mét td chirc 16i thei," mac du Hoa Ky la mét ngoai 1é khi cé
ty 1& thAp nguoi dan déng y véi quan diém doé. Tuy nhién, mot sy khac
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biét I&n xuat hién khi xem xét ty 1€ ly hon. Tai Y, ty I€ ly hén cuc ky thap
va nhitng ngudi ly hon & Y thwdng khéng tai hon (diéu nay giai thich tai
sao ty 1& dan sb "dang ly hén" van & mirc twong tw nhw & Hoa Ky).
Trong khi ngu®i My thé hién sw sdn long két thac cac cudc hén nhan
khéng hanh phuc qua ty 1& ly hén cao ctia ho, chi cé 43 phan tram dbng
y rang "ly hén thwéng 1a gidi phap tét nhat khi mot cap déi khdng tim
dwoc cach gidi quyét cho cudc sbng hédn nhan ctia minh," so véi dai da
s6 & moi qudc gia khac, bao gdbm ca Y.

Thuy Dién cung cdp mét vi du nbi bat dbi lap véi Hoa Ky va Y, va la mot
trwdng hop thu vi ctia "mé hinh Bac Au / Nordic model" trong cha dé gia
dinh. Ty 1& két hdn & Thuy Dién thap va ty 1& séng thir cao. Tuy nhién, ty
|& sinh con—va dac biét 14 sinh con ngoai hdn nhan—van kha cao, phu
hop v&i mét chudn mue xa hoi méi ndi & Thuy Dién rang viéc sinh con
va két hén chinh thirc khéng nhat thiét phéi di déi véi nhau. Cac québc
gia c6 thu nhap cao khac cé thé dang dan chuyén minh theo mé hinh
Béc Au, mac du rat cham rai. Chang han, Phap, Canada va Vuong qubc
Anh co6 ty 1& sbng thir twong tw nhw Thuy Dién va ty & sinh con ngoai
gia tha (ngoai két hén chinh thire dwdi khia canh luat phap) cao.

Mot diém khac biét khién Hoa Ky tré nén dac biét la d6 tudi tré hon khi
phu ni¥ sinh con. D tudi sinh con cla phu ni¥ da tng I&n & tat ca cac
qudc gia, va vao nam 2002, do tudi trung binh khi sinh con da vwot qua
30 & Y va Thuy Dién, va 29 hoac cao hon & khap moi noi triv Hoa Ky,
noi ma do tudi trung binh 1a 27.

Trwdc dé, chang t6i da ghi nhan tdm quan trong cla con cai déi véi doi
sbng hén nhan ngay cang giam - it nhat 1a & Hoa Ky, noi ma ngay nay
chi c6 mét sb it cac ho gia dinh da két hon co con céi. Bang 2 cho thay
mé hinh nay cé thé con rd rang hon & cac quédc gia cong nghiép hoa
khac, noi xu hwéng sinh con ngoai gia thu ciing di déi v&i ty 1€ phu nir
két hén & do tudi I&n hon (sau khi sinh con) cao hon. Vi du, & Hoa Ky,
Canada, Anh, Phap va Thuy Dién, khoang 1/4 dén 1/3 sb cudc hén nhan
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lién quan dén phu ni it nhat 35 tudi. O’ Y ty 1& nay chi la 15%, mot phan
phan anh ty 1& tai hon rat thip cia dat nwéc nay. Hon niva, tbng mirc
sinh - du da két hén hay chua - hién kha thip & nhiéu qudc gia chau Au,
mot thue té 1a, ngoai viéc bao trwdc nhivng thay déi trong gia dinh, con
chi ra mét “cudc khiing hodng nhan khau hoc” dang rinh rap & nhiéu

quéc gia.

Bang 2
So sanh quéc té

(s6 lieu théng k& maéi nhét, thuwdng vao khoadng nam 2003)

LS. Canada UK France  Genmany fialy  Sweden

Marriage
Annual marriages per thousand people 74 L7 5.1 4.3 4.8 43 4.8
Annual marriages per thousand

unmarried adults 18.1 13.0 11.4 9.4 12.1 10.8 2.8
% of adult population currently

married 59.6% 629% 551% 543% 604% 60.0%  452%
% of adult population ever married 76.9% 755% T20%  69.5% THO% T28%  64.3%
Remarriage (%% of marriages in which

the bride was previously married) 28.4% — 289% 17.6% 28.3% 6.3% 23.7%
% of 2002 marriages in which the

bride was 35 years old or over 3% 28% 0% 28% — 15% 35%

Divorce
Annual divorces per thousand people 3.6 2.2 28 21 2.6 0.8 22
Annual divorces per thousand married

people 8.5 4.6 6.9 A1 5.7 1.3 6.8
% of adult population currently

divorced 10.2% 4.9% 83% 6.7% 6.3% 96% 11.3%

Cohabitation
% of adult population in nonmarital

cohabitation 7% 10.9% 116% 10.8% 71% 39% 11.7%

Fertility
Annual births per thousand people 14.0 10.4 11.7 12.7 8.6 9.5 11.1
Completed fertility: 1961 hirth cohort 1.96 — 1.95 2.10 1.63 1.63 2.03
Mean age at childbirth 27.3 29.0 288 29.5 29.1 30.3 30.3
Mon-marital births (% of all births) 34.6% 36.2% 423% 4592% 28.0% 149% 5H5.4%

Attitudes: To Agree that . . .
Marriage is an out-dated institution 10.1% 223% 259% 363% 184% 17.0% 204%
People who want children ought 1o get

married 65.3% 489% 524% 412% 529% 609% 31.0%
Divorce is usnally the best solution

when a couple can’t seem to work

out their marriage problems 430% 78.0% 611% 6l0% @ T48%  660% 54.6%
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Ngudn: Van phong Théng ké Céng déng Chau Au (2005); Cuc Diéu tra Dan sb Hoa
Ky (2007); Théng ké Canada (2004); Chwong trinh Khao sat Xa hdi Quéc té, 1994,
2002; Khao sat Gia tri Thé gidi, 2002; Eurobarometer, 2002.

Giai thich y nghta tiéng Viét:

Annual marriages per thousand people / S& hdn nhan hang ndm trén mbi
ngan nguoi

Annual marriages per thousand unmarried adults / S6 hén nhan hang nam
trén mdi ngan ngwdi I&n chwa két hén

% of adult population currently married / % dan sé trwdng thanh hién dang két
hon.

% of adult population ever married / % dan sé trwdng thanh tirng két hon.
Remarriage (% of marriages in which the bride was previously married) / Tai
hén (% céac cudc hédn nhan ma cé dau da tirng két hon trudc dé)

% of 2002 marriages in which the bride was 35 years old or over / % cac cuéc
hon nhan nam 2002 ma c¢6 dau 35 tudi hoac Ién hon.

Annual divorces per thousand people / Sé ly hén hang ndm trén méi ngan
nguoi.

Annual divorces per thousand married people / S6 ly hén hang ndm trén méi
ngan ngudi da két hon.

% of adult population currently divorced / % dan sé truéng thanh hién da ly
hén.

% of adult population in nonmarital cohabitation / % dan sé trwéng thanh séng
chung khoéng két hon.

Annual births per thousand people / Sé sinh hang nam trén méi ngan nguoi.
Completed fertility: 1961 birth cohort" dich sang tiéng Viét 1a "Ty & sinh hoan
thanh: Nhém sinh nam 1961.

Mean age at childbirth / Tudi trung binh khi sinh con.

Non-marital births (% of all births) / Sinh con ngoai hén thi (% trén téng s6
sinh).

Marriage is an out-dated institution / Hon nhan 1a mét td chire 16i thoi.

People who want children ought to get married / Nhirng ngwdi mubn cé con
nén két hon.

Divorce is usually the best solution when a couple can’t seem to work out their
marriage problems / Ly hén thwdng la gidi phap tét nhat khi mét cap vo chéng
khéng thé giai quyét dwoc cac van dé trong hén nhan cua ho.
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Pong Iwc caa sw thay dbi gia dinh

Céch tiép can kinh té dbi vai gia dinh nham gii thich 1am thé nao va tai
sao cac gia dinh hinh thanh, va qua dé, phwong phap nay lam ndi bat
nhirng lwc lwong tiém nang thay dbi viéc hinh thanh gia dinh. Cac cap
doi k&t hon va duy tri hén nhan khi nhivng loi ich tv hdn nhan vuot qua
loi ich twr viéc ddc than. Nhirng loi ich nay dén tiv nhiéu ngudn: sw bd
sung trong san xuét (nhw chuy&n mén héa trong gia dinh va viéc nudi
day con cai); loi ich tlr viéc chia sé rdi ro; va sy bd sung trong tiéu dung
(nhw viéc tiéu dung chung cac hang hda cong cdng va chia sé hoat déng
gidi tri). Do d6, sw gidm thiéu phan biét déi xt trén thij trwong déi véi phu
ni¥ va sw tién bd cdng nghé cho phép nhiéu viéc tirng dwoc san xuat bdi
lao ddng cé ky ndng trong nha cé thé dwoc mua hodc san xuét véi it ky
nang da giam bét i ich tir viéc chuyén mén héa ctia cac cap vo chéng
trong nha va cac linh vyc thi trwdo'ng, do dé lam giam lgi ich tir hén nhan.
Tuy nhién, viéc tang th&i gian rénh rdi va sw giau co, cung véi sy thay
ddi trong canh quan xéac dinh méi quan hé tinh duc, c6 kha nang tang
cwdng loi ich tr sw bd sung trong tiéu dung. Nhirng thay dbi trong gu
thdm my, cdng nghé, va méi trvdng thé ché hodc phap luat da lam thay
ddi loii ich tr hén nhan. V&i cai nhin vao nhirng yéu td nay ctia viéc hinh
thanh va tan ra gia dinh, ching ta gi® sé xem xét mét s thay déi co ban
trong muc tiéu, chirc nang, va hinh thrc ctia cudc sbng gia dinh qua
nlra thé ky vira qua.

Coéng Nghé Kiém Soat Sinh San

The Economist (1999) coi thudc tranh thai la phat minh “dinh nghia thé
ky 20 / defined the 20th century”. Nam 1960, loai thudc tranh thai dau
tién dwoc FDA (Food and Drug Administration / Cuc Quén ly Thuc phdm
va Duwoc phdm) chép thuan va dwoc phd bién nhanh chéng dén phu niv
da 1ap gia dinh; dén ndm 1965, 41% phu nir da két hén duéi 30 tudi co
dung bién phap tranh thai da st dung “vién thuéc” (Goldin va Katz,
2002). Tuy nhién, luat han ché phan phéi thuéc cho phu nir chwa két
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hén da lam cham qua trinh phd bién thubc tranh thai réng rai hon cho
dén dau nhirng ndm 1970, khi nhirng luat nay cudi ciing bj Toa an tbi
cao bai bd trong vu Eisenstadt v. Baird (405 U.S. 438 [1972]). Phan
quyét nay nhanh chéng tao diéu kién thuan loi cho viéc phan phébi thubc
tranh thai cho phu nir chwa két hon va dén nam 1976, 3/4 s thanh nién
18 va 19 tudi dodc than tirng st dung bién phap tranh thai da st dung
hinh thire thudce tranh thai (Goldin va Katz, 2002).

Thudc tranh thai la mét sw d&i mdi quan trong & hai khia canh: né hiéu
qua hon nhiéu so véi cac hinh thirc nglra thai khac; va khéng giébng nhw
cac hinh thirc tranh thai khac, thudc tranh thai cho phép ngudi phu niv
dwa ra quyét dinh tranh thai mot cach riéng tw thay vi cing véi ban tinh
ctia minh [nghia 1a phu ni¥ c6 quyén tw quyét trong chuyén tranh thail.
Vao dau nhirng ndm 1970, phu n ciing dwoc tiép can nhiéu hon voi
viéc pha thai théng qua viéc hop phap héa viéc pha thai & 5 bang vao
ndm 1970 va trén toan qudc théng qua quyét dinh ctia Toa an Tdi cao
trong vu Roe v. Wade (410 U.S. 113 [1973]) ba nam sau dé. Ca thubc
tranh thai va pha thai déu lam gidm kha nang mang thai ngoai y mudn.
Viéc kiém soat mare sinh dwoc cai thién nay da thay déi thoi diém két
hén va sinh con, déng thdi ciling tao diéu kién tdng cwdng tich Iy vén
con ngw®i (human capital) clia phu nir bang cach gidm nguy co gian
doan dbi véi co hdi clia phu nir vé ké hoach gido duc hoéc thj trudng
lao dong.

Vién thudc ciing gidm chi phi clia viéc che doi dé két hdn, bang cach
cho phép quan hé tinh duc ngoai hén nhan ma it lo ngai veé viéc mang
thai ngoai y mudn. Chi phi gidm khi hodn hén nhan dan dén nhirng méi
quan hé lau dai hon, va qua trinh tim hiéu cling tr& nén c6 tinh théng tin
hon (do ¢6 nhiéu tiép xuc tinh duc hon). Do d6, nhirng nguwdi buwédc vao
cudc sbng hén nhan lam vay véi it sy khéng chac chén vé su twong
thich ctia ho, tlr d6 gidm sb lwong cac cap déi khdng phu hop. Mét trong
nhirng tac déng cla sy thay dbi nay la l1am gidm kha nang ly hdn; mot
tac dong khac 1a khuyén khich ngudi khac che doi 1au hon dé két hon,
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khi ma néi lo s¢ da gidm bét, rang nhirng nguwdi con ddc than vao gitra
tudi 20 sé& phai d6i mat v&i mot bd phan tiém ndng ban d&i khéng mong
mudn [y chi ndi s¢ “trau cham udng nwdc duc” da giam bat]. Khi xem
xét phu ni¥ ¢c6 trinh do dai hoc, Goldin va Katz (2002) chi ra rang kha
nang tiép can thudc tranh thai khac nhau & khap cac bang va cac nhém
tudi c6 dw bao manh mé vé viéc két hon 1an dau & tudi cao hon, ty & ly
hén thp hon va ty 1& két hén thdp hon. Ho cling chi ra nhirng tac dong
twong tw vé méat chat lwong, mac du it rd rang hon, t viéc hop phap
hoa pha thai.

Trong khi kha nang tiép can tét hon véi cac bién phap tranh thai va pha
thai da lam gidm viéc mang thai ngoai y muén, thi ty & sinh con ngoai
gia thu lai gia tang sau nhirng dbi m&i cdng nghé nay. Akerlof, Yellen, va
Katz (1996) gidi quyét van dé nan giai nay bang cach |ap luan rang
quyén kiém soat méi dwoc phat hién ctia phu niv déi véi viéc mang thai
da lam tang ap lwc 1én ho trong viéc tham gia vao cac quan hé tinh duc
trwdc hén nhan va lam gidm kha nang ho dwa ra cam két két hén trong
trwérng hop co thai. Vi vay, nhirng ngwdi khéng st dung thubc tranh thai
hodc nhirng nguoi tranh thai that bai, cé dwoc lwa chon gitra viéc pha
thai thay vi mang thai, nhwng néu chon mang thai, ho thwéng méat di 1&i
dé nghi vé mét “cudc hédn nhan sing ngan / hén nhan nhanh / hén nhan
chay bau / shotgun marriage” sau dé. Akerlof, Yellen va Katz ghi lai sw
sut gidm trong khoang th&i gian tr cudi nhitng nam 1960 va cudi nhirng
nam 1980 vé ty I& cha me két hdn khi cé thai ngoai gia tha va lap luan
rang—it nhat la vé mat ké toan—viéc khdng két hén sau khi mang thai
gidi thich phan I&n sy gia tdng sé ca sinh ngoai gia thu trong giai doan
nay.

Mac du bién phap tranh thai da lam cho quan hé tinh duc an toan hon
vé mat mang thai ngoai y mudn, sy xuét hién cia bénh AIDS da lam
tang rui ro trong quan hé tinh duc. Cu thé, AIDS thay ddi loi ich cla
quan hé tinh duc trong mdi quan hé mdt vo mét chdng so véi nhirng
cudc gap gé& tinh duc ngau nhién, cé thé lién quan dén rdi ro strc khée
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cao hon hoac chi phi phong ngira thGng qua cac bién phap quan hé an
toan. Sy khac biét trong ty 1& nhiém va lay truyén gitva cac nhoém ciing
thay ddi chi phi ctia mét sb cap déi, va Francis (2006) cung cap bang
chirng tha vi réng viéc hiéu biét rd rang hon vé nguy co’ AIDS gidm kha
nang nam gi&¢i chon ban tinh déng gidi, trong khi lam tang sw phd bién
ctia mbi quan hé déng gi¢i & phu niv. Nhirng tién bd gan day trong diéu
tri HIV da gidm dang ké ty I& t&r vong lién quan dén AIDS va Lakdawalla,
Sood, va Goldman (2006) cung cap bang chirng rang viéc tiép can voi
nhirng phwong phap diéu tri ndy mot phan nao dé da lam dao nguwoc lai
mot sb xu huéng trudc doé.

Céng nghé Gia dinh

Sw phd bién cua hé théng nwéc trong nha va dién trong niva dau thé ky
20 cung v&i vo sb thiét bj gia dung lan rong khap trong thé ky truéc (dac
biét Ia vao nhitng nam 1950 va 1960) da dan dén sy tang vot trong nang
suat céng viéc nha. Nhirng ngwdi ndi tro bat ngd cé dwoc td lanh, may
giat, may say, ban i hoi nwdc, va mét sé it may man tham chi con co
may rtra chén bat dé str dung. Greenwood, Seshadri, va Yorukoglu
(2005) da ghi lai sw gia tdng nay trong sb lwong thiét bj gia dung qua thé
ky trwéc va chi ra rang thdi gian can thiét dé giat mét mé quan 4o da
gidm tir 4h khi st dung phwong phap tha cong xudng chi con 41 phat
khi dwoc hd tro bdi may giat va may say dién tr nhirng nam 1940.
Nhirng dét pha trong viéc phat minh ra cac thiét bj gia dung da mé ra
mo6t ky nguyén méi cla suw ty do cho cac ba ndi tro, giai phong ho khai
nhirng cdng viéc nha cwe nhoc va bién ho thanh "quan Iy gia dinh" clia
moét ddi quan dién tr.

Dién va thiét bi gia dung dwoc coi |4 "tiét kiém lao déng / labor-saving” vi
gi®& day nguoi ta co thé san xuat cung mot goéi hang tiéu dung tai nha
trong it thdi gian hon. M&c du hiéu trng thay thé co thé dan dén viéc tiéu
thu nhiéu hang héa san xuét tai nha hon, thu nhap tac dong tir nhirng
tién bo tiét kiém thoi gian nay ciing c6 thé rat quan trong, lam tang
lwong tiéu thu hang hoa san xuét tai nha va thj trwong clia cac ho gia
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dinh. Greenwood, Seshadri va Yorukoglu (2005) cho rang hiéu qua tiét
kiém th&i gian clia nhirng cong nghé mai nay da chiém wu thé, khién
phu nr danh it th&i gian lam viéc trong nha va danh nhiéu thoi gian hon
cho thi tredng, tir d6 tang cwong sw tham gia cda phu nir vao lwc lvong
lao déng.

Hon niva, sw thay dbi kj thuat nay khé co6 thé khong lién quan dén kj
nang. Ngay ca nhirng cong viéc co ban nhw giat gid cling doi héi ky
nang it hon so véi [str dung] may gidt va may sy hién dai. (Ai da tirng
cb gang git quan 4o trén bang co hoac trén da sé biét rang viéc dé kha
kho khan!). Do d6, yéu cau ky nang thp hon da lam gidm loi ich tr viéc
chuy@&n mén hoda trong san xuét tai nha. Thwc vay, sw thay dbi kj thuat
nay da song hanh v&i sw suy gidm trong linh viee kinh té gia dinh - mét
nganh trwéc kia do phu nir chiém wu thé- danh riéng cho minh dé phat
trién cac ky nang nhw may va va nu an.

Ngoai ra, mdt nganh dich vu phat trién va qua trinh hang héa hoa [
commoditization / thwéorng xay ra khi thj treéng bdo hoa, san pham tré
nén dé dang thay thé va canh tranh chl yéu dwa trén gia ca thay vi chat
lwong hay sy sang tao] ngay cang tang da tao ra cac san pham thay thé
san cd trén thj tredng cho nhirng sa&n pham trwéc day chi do cac nha
san xuét tai gia ché tao. C6 1& diéu quan trong nhét, cac cai tién cong
nghé trong san xuat hang loat thwc phdm da dan dén sy c6 sdn rong rai
cua thirc &n dwoc chuén bi s8n tlr nha may. Cutler, Glaeser va Shapiro
(2003) céng nhan nhirng sang kién nay da gop phan gidm 50 phan tram
thoi gian chuan bj va don dep sau bira an cho phu nir cé-viéc-lam va
phu ni chi-lam-ndi-tro' t ndm 1965 dén 1990.

Nhirng thay déi trong céng nghé gia dinh cé nhirng hau qua dbi véi viéc
hinh thanh gia dinh. Néu Igi ich ttr viéc chuyén mén héa trong mét hod

gia dinh gidm, thi chi phi co’ héi clia viéc & déc than so véi két hén ciing
giam theo [y la ddc than ngay cang co loi hon so voi két hdn, du két hon
c6 tiém ndng mang lai loi ich cao]. Hon nira, vao thdi diém ma nam gidi
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chuy@n mén hoa trén thj tredng san xuét, va san xuat gia dinh yéu ciu
lao déng chuyén biét, khdng ngac nhién khi phu nlr c6 ky nang chuyén
mon cao trén thi tredng co it lgi ich tr hdn nhan, va do do it cé kha
nang két hon. Chi khi phu ni» bt dau tham gia vao thi trudng lao dong
hang loat thi khoang cach vé trinh d& gido duc trong ty 1& két hén & phu
ndr méi bat dau dwoc thu hep lai.

Xem xét mot hau qué khac cha nhirng thay dbi nay. Greenwood va
Vandenbroucke (2005) cho rang tién bd céng nghé da gép phan giam sb
gi® l1am viéc hang tuan ttr 70 gi® vao ndm 1830 xubng con 41 gid vao
ndm 2002, va Aguiar cung Hurst (sap xuat ban) da ghi nhan sy tang
trwdng cda thoi gian ranh rdi trong vong 40 ndm qua, twong dwong voi
khodng thém 5-10 tuan nghi phép méi nam. Khi céu tric cac hoat déng
trong gia dinh thay déi, viéc tim kiém sw phu hop ly tuéng trong thi
trirong hén nhén ciing cé kha ndng da thay déi. Do d6, ngudi ta co thé
mong doi nhirng thay dbi nay da lam cho s bd sung 1an nhau gitra thoi
gian ranh rdi va tiéu dung tré thanh nhirng yéu tbé quan trong hon trong
viéc két hop so v&i sy bd sung vé san xuat ma Becker (1981) da nhan
manh. Chang han, trong khi Becker da dy doan rang nhirng ngudi cd
murc lwong cao sé c6 xu hwéng két hén véi nhirvng ngudi cd mire lwong
thap hon ("sw két hop khdng déng nhat") b&i vi loi ich tir viéc phan chia
lao déng trong gia dinh c6 thé khién kha nang kiém tién ciia ngudi dan
6ng va ngudi phu niy tré thanh sy thay thé cho nhau, quan diém nay
khéng cdn manh mé trong cac cap vo chdng cung lam viéc [ca hai déu
di lam, chr khéng phai phu nir lam ndi tro 100% th&i gian]. Khi hén
nhan ngay cang dwoc xay dwng dya trén sy bd sung 1an nhau vé tiéu
dung (consumption complementarities), ching ta cé thé mong doi nd
ngay cang lién quan dén viéc ghép déi nhirng ngudi co thu nhap va sé
thich twong tw [similar income and interests] (Lam, 1998).

Mot sw bd sung Ian nhau khac phat sinh khi xem xét cac hé gia dinh nhw

la cac don vi bdo hiém. Sv gia tang trong sw tham gia cGa phu nir vao
lwe lwong lao déng da gidm chuy&n mén héa trong gia dinh, né c6 thé
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lam tang loi ich tlr viéc chia sé rui ro cua hé gia dinh. Nhw vay, chung ta
c6 thé thiy mot dang khac cia két hop tiéu cuwe, khi moi ngudi tim kiém
vo/chéng ¢6 rii ro thu nhap lao déng twong quan nghich / negatively
correlated (ho&c it nhat 14 khéng twong quan / uncorrelated) véi rii ro
thu nhap lao dong cua ho.

Nhirng thay déi trong co’ cau tién lwong

M6t lwong 16n tai liéu vé kinh té lao dong (dwoc khao sat trong sb ra
mua xuan nam 1997 cla tap chi nay) da ghi nhan sy bét binh dang vé
tién lwong ngay cang gia tang ké tr nhirng ndm 1970. Nhirng thay dbi
nay phan anh moét sé yéu té bao gébm thay dbi ky thuat thién vé ky nang
(skill-biased technical), gia tri thwc té clia mdrc lwong téi thiéu gidm va
sw mat doan két cta lwc lwong lao ddng My. Gould va Paserman (2003)
cho rang sw thay dbi nay tac dong truc tiép dén thij trwedng hén nhan,
nang cao tdm quan trong cua viéc “tim kiém Mr. Right [ngu®i dan éng
hoan hao]”. Nghia la, sw bat binh déng vé lwong ngay cang tang da lam
tang loi nhuan cua viéc tim kiém thém va do d6 lam tang gia tri lwa chon
cla viéc tiép tuc duy tri tinh trang chwa lap gia dinh. Gould va Paserman
kiém tra tac ddong clia sw bat binh dang déi vai ty 1é két hon bang cach
xem xét hau qua cla sw khac biét gitra cac thanh phd vé tbc dé gia tang
bat binh dang trong subt nhirng nam 1970 va 1980. Ho phat hién ra rang
& nhirng thanh phé co6 sw bat binh dang vé tién lwong tdng nhanh nhét,
thi & d6 ty & phu ni¥ tré két hén gidm kha dang ké. That vay, wéc tinh
cta ho cho thdy rang s bat binh dang vé lwong ngay cang tang nay coé
thé chiém t&i 1/3 nguyén nhan lam gidm ty 1& két hoén caa phu nir tw
21-30 tudi.

M6t thay déi quan trong khac trong co’ cau tién lwong 1a s gidam bot
khodng cach tién lwong gitra cac gidi. Blau va Kahn (2000) mé ta nhirng
thay ddi nay xuat phat tlr sy suy gidm trong cac chinh sach nhan sy
mang tinh phan biét gi&i tinh ré rang (mdt phan do luat chéng phan biét
ddi xt / anti discrimination law, ngay cang mé roéng); tdng kinh nghiém
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trén thi trwdng lao déng & phu nir (va tang lgi nhuan ti trai nghiém nay);
s phan biét nghé nghiép gidm dan; va hién twong giai tan cdng doan
(de-unionization). Trwéc nhirng xu hudng nay, loi thé so sanh cua
ngudi vo & nha thay vi tham gia san xuét trén thj truéng da suy giam,
khién ty 1& nam gi¢i tham gia vao céng viéc ndi tro’ ngay cang tang hoac
lam giam gia tri chuyén mon héa trong hén nhan.

Ngoai kha nang lam gidm sirc hap dan ctia hén nhan, viéc gidm khoang
céach tién lwong gitra cac gidi cé thé cé nhirng tac dong tinh té khac. Vi
du, Becker, Landes va Michael (1977) giai thich vé lich str d6 tubi két
hén clia phu nir tré hon bang cach lwu y rang nhirng khoan dau tw
chuyén biét cla phu ni¥ vao kinh té gia dinh it hiru ich hon dbi voi
nhirng ngudi doc than. Qua thue, do phu nir ngay cang dau tw nhiéu
hon vao cac ky nang thi tredng nén dd tudi ho chon két hén ciing tién
gan hon dén mdrc ngang bang vé&i nam giéi. Caucutt, Guner va Knowles
(2002) 1ap luan rang loi nhuan tang I&n tlr trai nghiém trén thj trwdng lao
ddng ciing cé thé co tac ddng dong quan trong, thic day phu niv co trinh
dd hoc van cao tri hoan thoi diém sinh san dé cé loi cho viéc phat trién
trién vong manh mé hon & ca thi trwong lao ddng va hén nhan.

Kho khan trong viéc danh gia mét cach thuwc nghiém anh hwdng cia
nhirng thay ddi trong thi trwong lao ddng dbi vaoi két qua gia dinh 1a do
mot kénh ngwoc manh mé cé thé lam réi loan bat ky suy luan don gian
nao. Chang han, phu n&r dw doan két hén mudn hon hodc hén nhan
mong manh hon c6 thé chon dau tw nhiéu hon vao sw nghiép ctia minh,
dan dén két qua tét hon trong lwe lwong lao déng cho phu niv. Nhw mét
vi du vé mét xu huwéng nhw vay, Johnson va Skinner (1986) phat hién ra
rang phu nir dy kién ly hén trong twong lai c6 kha ndng tham gia vao thi
trwdng lao ddng cao hon. Twong tw, Stevenson (2006) tim ra rang luat
ly hén mét phia da dan dén sw tang cwong tham gia vao luwc lwong lao
ddng cho ca phu nir da két hén va chwa két hon.

32



Nhirng Thay Déi trong Cau Tric Phap Ly ctia Hén Nhan
Chinh phu thiét 1ap cac thong sb xac dinh gia dinh nhw mét co quan
phap ly. Nhirng théng sb nay xac dinh ai dwoc cap gidy chirng nhan két
hén, ly hén va quyén nudi con, va néu ré cac nghia vu tiép theo. Luat
cling cung cAp mét bd quyén s& hivu tai sdn méc dinh trong trwéng hop
chia tay hoac qua doi, va mét dinh nghia vé gia dinh cho muc tiéu thué
va cac chuong trinh cta chinh pha.

Tai Hoa Ky, nhirng nam 1960 da mé ra mét lan séng bai bé quy dinh
quy md Ién dbi véi gia dinh. Do dé, vai trd ctia chinh phu trong viéc
quyét dinh ai cé thé két hén va ly hén da giam dan. Vao nhirvng ndm
1950, mot sb co quan 1ap phap cla bang bat dau bai bé luat han ché
hén nhan gitra cac nhom chiing téc. Nhirng luat chéng lai quan hé déng
tinh luyén i nay da bi bai bd trén toan quéc vao ndm 1967 béi phan
quyét ciia Toa an Tbi cao trong vu Loving v. Virginia (388 U.S. 1), trong
do 1ap luan rang hén nhan la “mét trong nhivng 'quyén céng dan co’ ban
cda con ngudi” (trong sb nay, Fryer thdo luan vé mé hinh hén nhan gilra
cac chiing toc theo thoi gian). Phan quyét nay tao tién dé cho viéc bai
bd nhiéu quy dinh hon nira vé hén nhan, va cac bang khéng con cé thé
cdm nhirng nguwdi dwoc coi la “khdng phu hop”, chang han nhuw nhivng
ké trong tdi, nhirng dng bd bé tac, nhirng ngudi c6 chi sb IQ thap va
nhirng ngwdi mét tri két hon.[3]

Céc phan quyét cla Toa an Tdi cao trong nhirng ndm 1960 va 1970
cling da thay dbi ban chét ctia méi quan hé gia dinh bang cach loai b
nhiéu sy phan biét phap Iy xuat phat tir tinh trang hén nhan cia cha me
dira tré. Nam 1968, phan quyét ctia Toa an Tdi cao trong vu Levy v.
Louisiana (391 U.S. 68) da cdng nhan quyén bao vé binh dang theo
Diéu khodn Thir Mwdi Bbn cho nhivng dira tré "khéng hop phap /
illegitimate". Nam nam sau, phan quyét ndm 1973 trong vu Gomez v.
Perez (409 U.S. 535) d3 lat a5 cac luat cia tiéu bang mién trir trach
nhiém tai chinh cho nam gi&i déi v&i nhirvng dira tré "khdng hop phap".
Nhirng phan quyét nay da gidm bét ca chi phi xa hoi va kinh té dbi voi
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phu ni¥ khi sinh con ngoai gia thu (out-of-wedlock), va do d6 ciing co thé
gilp gidi thich sw suy gidm trong sb cac cudc hén nhan chép nhoang
(shotgun marriages / chay bau). Day van la mdt cha dé it dwoc nghién
clru va can dwoc xem xét ky lwéng hon.

Trong thoi ky nay, cac bang ciing bat ddu xem xét gidm vai trd ctia minh
trong tha tuc ly hén. Vao nhirng ndm 1950, hiu hét cac bang déu yéu
cau bang chirng vé 16i hén nhan trwdc khi cho phép gidi tan mét cudc
hén nhan. Bat diu tir cubi nhirng ndm 1960, nhiéu bang da dwa ra
“nhirng khac biét khéng thé hoa giai / irreconcilable differences” lam can
cl cho viéc ly hén; mé ra mét cach hiéu qua thdi ky don phwong ly
hén—Ily hén theo yéu cau clia mét trong hai bén vo chéng, bat chap
mong mudn clia phia bén kia. Ngoai viéc théng qua luat ly hén don
phuwong trong thoi ky nay, nhiéu bang da loai bé 16i coi nhw la nguyén
nhan trong viéc phan chia tai san va mot sb bang da thay déi luat diéu
chinh viéc phan chia tai san sau khi ly hén. Hién tai, tat ca- ngoai trir 5
bang déu ap dung mét sé hinh thirc ly hén don phwong va 2/3 cho phép
ly hén don phwong khdng han ché.

[3] Nam 1978, Tda an Téi cao Hoa Ky trong vu Zablocki v. Redhail (434 U.S. 374) da
vién dan quyét dinh Loving khi cho rang luat Wisconsin yéu ciu cac bac cha me
khéng cé quyén nudi con phai xin 1énh cla tda &n (dé chirng minh rang ho khéng
cham tré trong viéc thanh toan tién cdp dwdng con cai) trwdc khi nhan dwoc gidy
phép két hon 1a vi hién. Twong tw, vao nam 1987, Loving dwoc vién dan trong mot
quyét dinh bai bd quy dinh cAdm tu nhan két hén ma khéng cé sw cho phép clia quan
giao (Turner v. Safley, 482 U.S. 78).

Nhirng thay déi phap Iy nay vé co ban lam thay déi co s& cta hop déng
hén nhan. Chang loai bd kha nang lap cac hop déng xuyén thdi gian
trong hén nhan—mét ngudi phdi ngdu khong thé hira sé khong roi xa
nguw®i ban d&i ctia minh trong twong lai. Ho chuy&n quyén ly hén (va do
doé c6 quyén thwong lwong) tir b&n mong mudn duy tri cudc hédn nhan
nhat sang cho bén mudn chdm dt cudc hén nhan nhat. Trong khi luat
cii chi cho phép ly hén khi cé di bang chirng vé 16i, thi nhiéu vu ly hén
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lién quan dén nhirng cdp vo chéng cé sw ddéng y ly hén v&i nhau.
Nhirng cép vo chéng nay da sir dung thwong lwong riéng dé xac dinh
cac yéu cau bdi thuworng vé 16i khdng thé tranh cai (va thwong 1a bia dat)
dé trinh bay trudc tda. Vi vay, hé théng dwa trén 16i vé co ban cho phép
ly hén theo sy dbng thuan clia hai bén, nhwng khéng cho phép ly hén
don phwong (unilateral divorce).

Becker, Landes va Michael (1977) 1ap luan rang ty 1& ly hon sé khong bi
anh hudng béi sw chuyén dbi tir luat déng y (consent) sang luat ly hén
don phwong (unilateral divorce laws). Ho |1ap luan rang s thay dbi nay
chi don gian 1a thé hién viéc tai phan bd tai san hién cé tir vo/chdng nay
sang vo/chdng khac - cu thé 1a quyén tai hon ctia ban than hoac
vo/chdng ctia minh. Vién dan dinh ly Coase, ho cho rang “viéc phan bb
quyén tai san hodc trach nhiém phap ly khédng anh hwédng dén viéc phan
bd ngudn lwc khi cac bén lién quan cé thé thwong lwong véi nhau voi
chi phi thap”. Tuy nhién, cac gia dinh can thiét cho thwong lwong
Coasian, bao gdm théng tin can xing, tién ich c6 thé chuyén nhwong va
khéng c6 chi phi giao dich quan trong, cé thé khéng thuwc té déi voi cac
vu ly hén can bién (marginal divorce / d& cap dén nhirng trudng hop ly
hén phire tap ma cac diéu kién tiéu chuan cta giao dich Coasian khoéng
thé dwoc ap dung mét cach hiéu qua).

Nhiéu bai bao thwc nghiém da diéu tra xem liéu viéc ly hén mot phia cé
dan dén sy tang 1én cua ty 1& ly hdn hay khong, véi mot sé két luan trai
nguoc nhau (Peters, 1986, 1992; Allen, 1992; Friedberg, 1998). Gan
day nhét, Wolfers (2006) da kiém tra nhirng quan diém canh tranh nay
bang cach phan tich ty I& ly hén va luat ly hén qua cac bang cia Hoa Ky
t ndm 1956 dén 1998. Ong phat hién ra rang ty 1& ly hén tang vot trong
hai nam sau khi ap dung luat ly hén mét phia, khi cac tda an dap rng
nhu cau ch& doi ly hén. Sau dé, ty 1& ly hén quay tré lai gan véi marc
trwdc do, va mét thap ky sau, nhirng cai cach nay khéng con tac déng
nhan biét nao déi véi ty 1& ly hén nira. Mac du c6 vé nhw c6 sw xung dot
trong cac tai liéu nghién clru nay, diéu quan trong can nhan manh 1a ¢
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s ddng thuan dang ké: méi tac gia trong s6 nay déu thay rang luat ly
hén dwoc tw do hoa chi cé tac déng rat nhé dbi vai ty 1& ly hon, va
nhirng cai cach nay giai thich cho viéc mdrc d6 tang 1&n réat it cha viéc ly
hén trong nira thé ky qua.

Mac du viéc thwong lwong theo Coasian khong dy doan sy thay doi
nhiéu trong ty 1& ly hén, nhwng no lai dw doan sw thay dbi trong phan
phdi ndi bd gia dinh, vi nhirng thay ddi nay anh hwéng dén Iwa chon cla
mdi vo' chdng bén ngoai hén nhan, va do d6 anh hwéng dén vi thé
thwong lwvgng cua ho. Trong nghién clru cua Stevenson va Wolfers
(2006), chung ta thay rang ty 1& tw tl cta phu nir va bao lwc gia dinh da
giam & cac bang ap dung luat ly hdn mét phia. Ho giai thich nhirng phat
hién nay cho rang luat ly hdn mét phia lam tdng quyén lwc thwong lwvong
cho phu nir. Nhirng luat nay ciing c6 thé anh hwéng dén kha nang két
hén va quyét dinh lién thei gian trong hén nhan. Rasul (2006) tim ra
rang sw gidm loi ich tir hédn nhan dwéi luat ly hén mét phia da dan dén
suw giam ty 1& k&t hon. Nghién ciru clia Stevenson (2007) tap trung vao
khé khan trong viéc ky két hop ddng lién thei gian khi cac cude hén
nhan c6 thé dwoc gidi tan mot cach don phwong. Phan tich mét mau
cac cap vo chéng méi cwdi (dé& gidm thiéu sw chon loc do thay dbi trong
ly hén), cd 4y phat hién rang viéc ap dung luat ly hdn mét phia da dan
dén sy gidm hodc tri hoan trong nhiéu loai dau tw cé it nhat la mét phan
cu thé& cho hén nhan (at least partly marriage-specific), bao gébm viéc c6
con, chuyén mon hoa trong gia dinh, va viéc tai trg tai chinh cho viéc
hoc hanh cua nguwoi ban doi.

Séc v&i Chire Nang Ghép D6i Caa Thi Trwwérng Hon Nhan

M6t hiéu biét then chét clia cac mé hinh "tim kiém" trong thi trwong lao
dong la sy d& dang ma ngudi lao ddng cé thé tim thay cac co hdi viéc
lam phu hop [ma qua dé giup cho] quyét dinh vé sy can bang vé viéc
lam, thoi gian that nghiép, va mirc lvong thda thuan. Twong ty thé voi
trén thi trwdng hdn nhan, la kha nang gap g& va quyét dinh hen ho voi
cac dbi tac tiém nang anh hwéng dén viéc liéu ho co6 két hon, vao thoi
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diém nao va véi ai. Hon niva, nhivng thay déi trong "chirc nang ghép doi
/ matching function" cta thi try&dng hén nhan cé anh hwéng vuot ra khoi
giai doan hen ho, béi mét yéu td quan trong hinh thanh hanh vi trong
hén nhan 1a méi de doa rang ngudi ban doi c6 thé ndp don ly dj - mét
mbi de doa ma tac dong ctia né dwoc hinh thanh béi viéc danh gia kha
nang thanh céng cua ban than trén thi trwdng tai hén.

McKinnish (sép xuat ban) cung cp bang ching tha vi vé mét sy thay
ddi trong viéc ghép déi: noi lam viéc ngay cang tich hop gigi tinh
(sexually-integrated) gi®» day tao ra nhiéu co' hdi hon cho nam va nir gap
g®&. Phan tich dir liéu tw diéu tra dan sd nam 1990, c6 Ay [tac gid nghién
ctu trén] chi ra rdng chuyén lam viéc trong mét nganh hodc nghé co ty
|& cao hon cac thanh vién cua gigi tinh dbi dién c6 kha nang cao hon
dan dén mot cudc hdn nhan két thac bang ly hén, hién twong ma cd goi
la "mot hinh thire tim kiém cong viéc khac". Méac du cé ay khéng phan
tich hau qua cho hén nhan, nhirng tac ddong nay cé thé di theo hai
huwdng: kha nang cao hon (va nhanh chéng) ma nguwoi ta gap dwoc ban
doi phu hop co thé 1am tang ty 1& két hon, trong khi sw tiép xuc nhiéu
hon & hién tai va twong lai véi cac ban doi tiém nang lam tang gia tri lwa
chon cla viéc tiép tuc ddc than. Mot sw thay dbi khac anh hwéng dén
mé hinh hén nhan trong twong lai—va chac chan 1a moét trong diém
quan trong cho nghién clru sau nay—dén tir sw thay déi ro rét vé ty 1é
gi®i tinh trén cac khudn vién dai hoc: Goldin, Katz va Kuziemko (2006)
bao céo trong tap chi nay rang trong khi phu ni¥ 1a mét thiéu sé ré rang
ctia nhédm sinh vién dai hoc vao ndm 1960, gi® day ho da chiém da sb
mot cach rd rang.

Kha n&ng cua Internet trong viéc tdng cuwéong hiéu qua cla viéc tim kiém
dbi tac mang lai mét sw thay déi quan trong khac. Thuc vay, né da
truyén cdm hirng cho moét tuyén bé tao bao trén Wired (Griscom, 2002):
“Hai mwoi nam nira, y twdng rang ai do tim kiém tinh yéu ma khéng tim
kiém truc tuyén sé tré nén ngd ngan, gibng nhw bd qua danh muc thé
dé thay vao do lang thang gitra cac ké sach véi ly do ‘nhirng cudn sach
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dung chi cé thé tim thdy bang sw ngau nhién’. . . chi thuan tay phu thudc
vao may man thdi 1a dau hiéu cua thj trwdng khéng hiéu qua (inefficient
markets), va thi trwd'ng tinh yéu, du ban cé thich hay khéng, dang tré&
nén hiéu qua hon.” D liéu tlr Forrester Research cho thdy vao nam
2004, c6 16 phan tram nguoi ddc than s dung dich vu hen ho truc
tuyén, va mot cudc Tham do Theo Dai Internet [Internet Tracking Poll]
vao thang 9 ndm 2005 cho biét 3 phan trdm ngudi dung Internet hién
dang c6 déi da gap nhau triec tuyén 1an dau.[4] Viéc tim kiém tryc tuyén
khac biét so v&i viéc tim kiém ngoai tuyén & hai diém quan trong: né6 mé
réng danh sach cac dbi tac tiém nang va né cung cap modt mare dd an
danh (anonymity) nhat dinh. Mi tinh chat nay hinh thanh nhirng dac
diém riéng cda viéc hen ho trwe tuyén. Vi du, di liéu tir Forrester cho
biét hon mét phén ba nhitng ngudi st dung dich vu hen ho truc tuyén
hién da két hén.

[4] D@ liéu Forrester dwoc tinh toan bdi tac gid, st dung Khao Sat Tiéu Chuén
Technographics cltia Forrester ndm 2004 (kich ¢c& mau: 55,000). Cuéc Thdm Do
Theo Dai Internet dwoc tién hanh bdi Pew Internet & American Life Project va
Princeton Survey Research Associates International, t» ngay 14 thang 9 dén ngay 8
thang 12 nam 2005.

Kha nang cla Internet trong viéc thay dbi cach ghép cap cé 18 la Ion
nhat dbi véi nhirtng ngwdi dbi mét véi thi tredng hep hodc gap kho khan
trong viéc tim kiém ban doi tiém nang. Thuc té, dir liéu t Forrester cho
thdy nhirng ngudi cdm thdy minh dang déi mat véi nhivng thij trudng
nhw vay cé kha ndng st dung dich vu hen ho trwc tuyén cao hon: nguoi
da den va nguoi A chau co6 kha nang stir dung cao gap ba lan so véi
nguoi da trdng, nhirtng ngudi co khuyét tat thé chat cao gap hai lan so
v&i nhivng ngudi khéng cé khuyét tat, va nguwdi ddng tinh nam cao gap
bdn 1an so v&i ngudi di tinh. Khéng cd gi ngac nhién khi cé mét sé trang
web hen ho 1&n tén tai d& phuc vu nhirng thi trwérng ghép cép chuyén
biét nay, bao gébm cac nhém dan tdc khac nhau, ngudi déng tinh nam,
ddng tinh ni¥, ngudi cao tudi, néng dan, nhirng ngudi sbng voi cac
khuyét tat cu thé va nhirng ngudi nhiém HIV.
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Céc trang web hen ho chinh théng I&n hon ciing cho phép tim kiém
dwoc diéu chinh trong pham vi hep, ddo ngwoc md hinh tan tinh theo
thdi gian dién hinh t viéc danh gia sw hap dan truéc khi phu hop, sang
mé hinh trong dé cac cdp déi cé thé ddm bao rang ho phu hop véi théng
tin vé tén gido, kha nang sinh san va nguyén vong hén nhan, thu nhap,
hodc cac yéu tbé quan trong khac, trwdc khi gdp mat. Mac du diéu nay co
thé goi lai thoi ky cac bac cha me lwa chon ban d&i phu hgp cho con
minh, nhung nhirng sw két hop nay cé thé cé nhirng sw khac biét quan
trong vé cac dac diém mong mubn dé két hop so véi nhivng dac diém
dwoc cha me hoac nhirng ngwdi mai mdi khac Iwa chon. Tim kiém co
muc tiéu do Internet cung cép c6 thé khién nguoi ta dw doan marc dod két
hén cao hon (khép trong nhém / within-group matching). Hitsch,
Hortacsu va Ariely (2006) xem xét dac diém cla cac cap doéi dwoc sap
xép hen ho thdng qua dich vu hen ho truc tuyén va nhan thay rang méi
twong quan gitra cac dac diém nhuw tudi tac, chiéu cao, can nang, sac
dep, thu nhap va trinh do hoc van vé mat chat lwong twong tw nhw
nhirng gi dwoc quan sat gitra cac cap vo chéng. Tuy nhién, ngay ca
trong nhi*ng nhédm nay, viéc tim kiém trén Internet van cho phép luva
chon ban tinh c6 cung s& thich tiéu dung va giai tri (vi du: “phai yéu
chd”).

Mac du Internet cé thé lam thay déi thj triedng hédn nhan nhwng van con
qua s&m dé danh gia liéu nhirng ngwdi phu hop trén Internet cé duoc
két hop tét hon so véi khi khéng cé Internet hay khong, liéu ty 1& két hon
sau d6 c6 tdng hay khéng va diéu nay sé co tac dong gi dén viéc ly hon.
Lwong tim kiém khdng 16 dwoc thuwe hién truc tuyén béi nhirng ngudi da
két hon co thé 1a ddu hiéu bao trwdce ty 18 ly hén ngay cang tang, tuy
nhién tac déng nay cé thé dwoc cai thién nhé chat lwong két hop duoc
cai thién trong cac cuéc hén nhan maoi.

Cudi cung, viéc tim kiém va ghép déi cé thé dong mét vai trd quan trong
trong viéc khuéch dai nhirng cu sbc dbi véi thi trerng hén nhan. Vi du,
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Chiappori va Weiss (2000) lwu y rang néu ty 1& ly hén tang I&n thi - gia
st tim kiém khéng c6 hwdng dan - nguwdi ta cé thé gap nhiéu ngudi ly
hén hon trong mot ngay. Nhw vay, néu mot ngwdi da ly hén thi kha néng
tai hon sé cao hon khién viéc ly hén tré thanh mét lwa chon hap dan
hon; ngoai tac thj trwéng day dac [cé nhiéu cung va cau] nay tao ra sw
gia tAng tw cling cb (self-reinforcing) trong viéc ly hén.

Giai thich bang chirng

Phan tich ctia chang t6i vé gia dinh da chi ra cac xu huwéng trong cuéc
sbéng gia dinh va cac dong luc co thé c¢o, nhwng ching téi dwa ra rét it
gidi thich vé tac déng phuc loi cda cac xu huwdng nay. Néu khéng cd mét
sb thao luan vé phuc loi thi khéng thé rut ra két luan vé cac chinh sach
gia dinh mong mudn. Chung téi hy vong sé kich thich nghién ciru sau
hon vé nhitng van dé nay.

M6t 1ap luan chung vé phan &rng chinh sach dbi véi cac xu huwéng gan
day lwu y rang, tinh trén trung binh, nhirng ngu®i ly hén cé xu hwéng
kém may mén hon—vé mat tai chinh, strc khde va tinh than—trong khi
nhirng ngwdi két hon lai tdt hon. Nhirng méi lién két nay thuwérng dan
dén khuyén nghi rang cac nha hoach dinh chinh sach nén tap trung vao
viéc gidm ty 1& tan v& hdn nhan hodc khuyén khich két hén (chang han,
Waite va Gallagher, 2000). Tuy nhién, cé réat it bang chirng cu thé cho
thdy nhirng chinh sach nay sé lam tang cai thién phuc loi. Thay vao do,
nhirng dé xuat chinh sach nay dwa trén gia dinh rang ly hdn khién moi
nguoi xau di, thay vi viéc nhirng ngudi kém may man hon phai dbi mat
v&i nguy co' ly hén cao hon. Hon nira, quan trong la phai phan biét gitra
hén nhan trung binh—cé kha ndng la mét cudc séng hanh phiic—va hén
nhan bén 1& (hén nhan can bién / marginal marriage) c6 thé dwoc tao ra
hodc dwoc duy tri béi chinh sach ctia chinh pha, cé thé sé khac biét
dang ké.
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Qua thwe, ly thuyét kinh té vé gia dinh chi rd theo hwéng nay. Becker,
Landes va Michael (1977, trang 1144) cho rang "phan I&n céac trwong
hop ly hén xuét phat ttr sy khédng chic chan va két qua khéng thuan loi.
/ the majority of divorces results from uncertainty and unfavorable
outcomes." Do d6, ching ta c6 thé mong doi nhirtng ngudi gép phai két
qué khong thuan Ioi ngoai dw kién sé cd kha nang cao hon- ca trong
viéc ly hén va tiép tuc & lai doc than sau khi ly hén, do d6 gép phan
khéng can xirng vao sb lwong ngwdi hién tai da ly hén. Nghién ctru thue
nghiém da tim thay bang chirng cho mé hinh nhw vay: Charles va
Stephens (2004) phat hién rang nguy co’ ly hén tang Ién sau khi ban doi
bi sa thai va ho goi y rang kha nang tang cla viéc ly hén xuét phat to
théng tin dwoc truyén dat vé tinh phi hop ctia nguwdi dé nhu modt nguo
ban d&i, chir khéng phai trwec tiép tr nhivng tén that tai chinh.

Ly thuyét vé gia dinh cling chi ra rdng hén nhan cé kha nang xay ra nhét
khi lgi ich tiém ndng tr hén nhan 1a 1é6n. Nhirng ca nhan c6 kha nang
kiém tién cao c6 nhiéu diéu dé thu dwoc, nhan duwoc tir viéc sdp xép gia
dinh, cho phép ho chuy&n mén héa trong thj tredng san xuét; nhirng
nguoi yéu thich niém vui c6 nhiéu diéu dé thu dwoc t viéc gidi tri va
tiéu dung chung; va nhirng ngudi cé strc khde tbt co nhiéu diéu dé thu
dwoc do tiém nang kéo dai tudi tho trong cuéc hén nhan cua ho. Do do,
chang ta nén ky vong rang nhitng ngudi giau cé, hanh phuc va khée
manh cé khd ndng két hén cao hon. Qua thuc, ngay ca khi cac cudc
khao sat cho thdy rang nhirng nguoi da két hén hanh phac hon nhirng
nguoi chwa két hdn, phan tich ciia ching téi vé sw hanh phuc ty bao
cao (self-reported happiness) va lich str hdn nhan trong Bang Khao sat
Gia Dinh Anh (British Household Panel Survey) cho thay rang nhirng
nguwdi doc than hanh phuc nhét ciing 1a nhivtng ngudi c6 kha néng cao
sé két hén trong twong lai. Néu ching ta theo ddi nhirng ngudi con doc
than vao nam 1996 qua thoi gian, ching ta thy rang nhirtng nguei da
két hén vao nam 2004 da trai qua sy tang cwdng hanh phuc twong tw
nhw sy tdng cwdng ma nhirng ngudi khong két hon da trai qua. Ciing
vay, Gardner va Oswald (2006) phat hién ra rang mac du moi nguei it
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hanh phuc trong nam xay ra tan v&, thi sau mét nam ly di, ho lai cam
thdy hanh phuc hon so véi khi con séng chung.

Cudi cung, cac nghién ctvu quan sat thuan tiy khong thé chirng minh
thuyét phuc liéu moi ngwdi cé kha hon hay té hon do két hdn hay ly hén.
Véan dé la co nhiéu yéu t6 lién két gitra hanh phuc va tinh trang hén nhan
ma ngwdi nghién ctru khéng thé quan sat dwoc. Mot cach tiép can l1a tim
kiém nhirng thi nghi@m tw nhién cé thé dan dén sy bién ddi ngau nhién
vé tinh trang hén nhan. M6t sé it nghién ctru trién vong da theo huéng
nay va phat hién ra két qua kha bat ngd. Chang han, mét s céng trinh
nghién clru trwdc day da chi ra rang tinh trang kinh té cta phu ni ly hén
thap hon so v&i phu nir da két hén, mét sy that da dan dén lo ngai rang
ly hén 1am cho phu ni¥ roi vao cadnh nghéo doi (mac du ciing cé thé hop
ly khi cho rang thu nhap thap dan dén ly hén). Bedard va Deschenes
(2005) tan dung thuc té rang ly hdn c6 kha nang xay ra hon néu dia tré
dau long sinh ra la con gai chir khéng phai con trai d& danh gia anh
hwéng cla nhivng vu ly hén "ngau nhién" do gidi tinh clia con céi. Ho
phat hién ra rang phu ni¥ ly hén cé thu nhap hé gia dinh va thu nhap
hang nam cao hon phu ni¥ chwa bao gi® ly hdn, mét sw that co thé
dwoc quy cho viéc phu ni¥ ly hén lam viéc cham chi hon va kha nang gia
nhap vao cac hé gia dinh c6 thu nhap cao hon (nhw nha cia bbé me ho).
Trong mét nghién clru khac, Dahl (2005) s dung sw bién thién trong
luat clia cac bang han ché tudi téi thiéu dé két hon dé chi ra rdng nhirng
ngudi bi ngan can khéng két hon khi con tré cé kha nang it bi séng trong
canh ngheo dai sau nay.

Mac du nhirng nghién ctru nay tim cach phan biét sy twong quan
(correlation) ttr nguy&n nhan (causation), chung khéng trwc tiép cung
cép céac chi sb lién quan dén phuc loi (welfare-relevant metrics). Chang
han, ngay ca khi ching ta tach biét cac yéu té tao ra nhiéu hoéc it hon
cac trwong hop ly hdn, nhikng hiéu biét nay chi dan dén khuyén nghi
chinh séach khi két hop véi sy hiéu biét liéu ching ta hién co sb luvong ly
hén hiéu qua ra sao, qua nhiéu hay la qua it. D& hiéu diém nay, hay xem
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xét mét phép so sanh véi thi trwdng lao déng. Thi trwd'ng lao ddng cla
My, gidng nhw thi trwérng hén nhan ctia ho, khac biét so véi chau Au &
chd cé sy “luan chuyén” dang ké; trong bét ky thang nao & Hoa Ky,
nguoi lao déng cd kha nang bi sa thai cao hon so véi déng nghiép &
chau Au va nhirng ngudi khdng cé viéc 1am coé nhiéu kha nang dwoc
thué mwén hon. Cé moét sy ddng thuan mai ndi rang cac han ché vé
luan chuyén trong thi trwéng lao déng chau Au dan dén thj trwong lao
dong khéng hiéu qua voi "qua it" sy kién nghi viéc. Chung t6i khong co y
am chi qua phép so sanh nay rang hién chau Au gap phai tinh trang ly
hén qua it. Thay vao dd, chung téi nhadn manh sw song song nay bdi vi
no 1am ré rang suw két hop giltra cong viéc thwe nghiém, sw chi y dén
suy luan nhan qua va ly thuyét can bang tbng quat (equilibrium
theorizing) 1a can thiét dé danh gia cac anh hwéng lén sw thay dbi phuc
loi tdng thé trong thi trwdng hén nhan. Vé&i ly thuyét kinh té gia dinh
(economics of the family) hién dang ky niém 25 nam ngay xuét ban cla
van ban dau tién (Becker, 1981), chung tdi tin twéng rang 25 nam tiép
theo s& mang lai tién trién hwéng téi muc tiéu nay.

Céc téc gid xin bay té long biét on t6i Leora Friedberg, Christopher
Jencks, William Johnson, Lawrence Katz, John Knowles, Robert Pollak,
Timothy Taylor va céc thanh vién tham gia seminar vé kinh té tng dung
tai Wharton vi nhirng nhan xét hiru ich. Adam Isen, Sam Proctor, Rachel
Schwartz va Hao Wang da cung cép cho chung téi sw hd tro nghién ctru
xuét séc.
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